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Abstract

The eﬁ'e;:t of resbnant continuum damping is investigated for the low-mode-number;
toroidicity-induced, global shear Alfvén eigenmodes, which can be self-excited by en-
Aergetic circulating alpha particles in an ignited tokaﬁak plasma. Resonant interaction
with the shear Alfvén continuum is possible for these eigenmodes, especially near the
plasma periphery, leading to significant dissipation, which is typically larger than direct
bulk plasma dissipation rates. Two perturbation methods are developed for obtain-
ing the Alfvén resonance damping rate from the ideal fluid zeroth-order shear Alfvén
eigenvalue and eigenfunction. In both methods the real part c')f the frequency is es-
timat;ad to zeroth order, and the imaginary tpart, which includes the damping rate,
is then obtained by perturbation theory. One method, which is applicable when the
eigenfunction is nearly real, can readily be incorporated into general MHD codes. In
the second method, the zeroth-order eigenfunctions may be complex; however, the ap-
plication of this method to general MHD codes needs more detailed development. Also,
an analytical estimate is found for t'he next-order real frequency shift of the fluid global

Alfvén mode. Analytical and numerical studies of this continuum damping effect in-




dicate that it can substantially reduce the alpha particle-induced growth rate. Thus,
either it is possible to prevent instability or, if unstable, to use the Alfvén resonance

damping to estimate the saturation amplitude level predicted from quasilinear theory.



I. Introduction

Of considerable attention in the last few years has been the study of the effect of high- -
energy alpha particles on the stability of shear Alfvén wa,ves‘ in ignited tokamak plasmas. In
particular, it has been shown that a global-type low-mode-number shear Alfvén mode that is
created by toroidicity! can be strongly destabilized by fusion-product alpha particles.>® (For
short, we shall refer to this toroidicity-induced shear Alfvén eigenmode as the TAE mode.)
Marginal stability thfesholds in the alpha particle beta value (with bulk plésma Landau
damping taken into account) and growth rates above threshold have been calculated*=? for
typical reactor parameters, with the threshold beta values found to be fairly low. Moreover,
guiding-center simulations!® have indicated that finite-amplitude TAE waves may cause loss
of containment of fast alpha 'particles, which would be detrimental to the self-sustainment of
a burning plasma by means of alpha particle hedting. Apropos of this iséue, the saturation
amplitude level for the TAE mode has been studied!! with a quasilinear profile broadening
theory based on wave trapping. Experimentally, it may be possible to simulate the TAE mode
with the use of highly energetic circulating ions injected by tangentially-directed neutral
beams, and some recently reported results!?~!* seem to indicate that this mode has been
observed. | N

In the present paper, we extend the linear stability studies of the low-mode-number TAE
mode by investigating an additional physical mechanism, namely, the stabilizing effect of
resonance wave damping that is; caused by interaction of the TAE mode with the shear Alfvén
continuum. Such continuum resonance is likely to occur near the edge of the plasma where
tfxe plasma density decreases and the safety factor increases. We find that the continuum
resonance leads to dissipation that can be more important than the bulk Landau damping
from the toroidal plasma ion and electron species. Furthermore, we find that this continuum

damping may be able to reduce the alpha particle-induced growth rate significantly and thus

have an ameliorating effect on the TAE instability.
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Our theoretical procedures for obtaining the continuum damping rate are as follows. In
one method, the variational nature of the governing equations is used to obtain the dissipative
contributions. We find that the continuum damping rate can be predicted from the ideal
MHD equations if we use the prescription of causality; this is the same prescription that
is used in the derivation of Landau damping to handle wave-particle resonance in velocity
space, although here we apply it to the shear Alfvén resonance in coordinate space. The
application of causality to analyze spatial continuum resonance in the ideal MHD equations
has been employed before, for specific equilibrium profiles, to derive the power absorption
rate due to wave heating.’5~?! In our TAE problem, we exploit the fact that the continuum
dissipation rate is generally small compared to the oscillation frequency of the basic TAE
mode. Then, as long as it can be treated as a perturbation, the continuum damping rate
can be obtained in terms of the zeroth-order TAE eigenfunction and its real eigenfrequency.
The variational method depends on the assumption that. the eigenfunction is nearly real.
However, if continuum resonances occur at several spatial points, this assumption may fail.
To treat this latter case we have developed an alternate perturbation method to estimate
damping, where the zeroth-order eigenfunction may be complex. Recently, a related theory
has been developed for continuum damping of the high-mode-number version of the TAE
mode.??

In Sec. II, we briefly review the physics of the TAE mode and how it is destabilized by
alpha particles. The TAE coupled wave equation will be derived in the large-aspect-ratio
limit in Sec. III. A general formalism for-obtaining the damping rate due to continuum
resonance will be described in Sec. IV. Explicit formulae for the case of two-mode coupling
and for the case of three-mode coupling are given in Sec. V, along with an analytic estimate
for the frequency shift of the MHD global Alfvén wave. Numerical solutions are presented
in Sec. VI and compared with the analytical estimates. Section VII contains comments and

conclusions concerning this work. Several appendices are provided, including a derivation for



the kinetic response of the alpha particles and an analytical estimate for the TAE growth rate
induced by the alpha particles, as well as a description of an alternate method of obtaining

the damping rate when several continuum singularities exist for real frequency.

II. Review of the TAE Instability

In a tokamak plasma there are two types of shear Alfvén waves that are global in nature,
with extended radial structure. Both have low mode numbérs, and the derivative along a
magnetic field line of their respective wave functions does not vanish on any characteristic
flux surface. The first type, called the “global Alfvén eigenmode,” is a regular wave (due
to the inclusion of the Hall effect) with a discrete frequency that lies just below thlzej'”rnin-
imum of the Alfvén continuurm.?-% Early theoretical analysis of this mode in cyliﬁjérical
géometry showed that transit wave-particle resonant interaction with super-Alfvén‘i'é':gl’:‘ph'a
particles could destabilize it, although somewhat weakly.?” Subsequent analysis in toroidal
geometry found that finite toroidicity causes coﬁpiing among modes with different pgl'oidal
mode numbers, which, when Landau damping is accounted for, has the tendency to lead to

complete stabilization of this mode.>?

The other type of global shear Alfvén wave exists only in toroidal geometry. Its discrete

frequency lies within “gaps” in the shear Alfvén continuum that are created by toroidal
coupling effects.?®3? The existence of this wave, the TAE mode, was originally shown in the
idea;l MHD limit, without any alpha particles.! In a burning tokamak plasma, this TAE mode
can»be strongly destabilized by circulating, highly energetic alpha particles through inverse
Landau wave-particle resonant interaction.?~® The high-mode-number version of this mode
has also been examined.®®3* In the present work, we confine our attention to the low-mode-
number eigenmode, whose radially global mode structure can be diagnosed experimentally.

The “gaps” in the toroidal Alfvén continuum are caused by toroidicity-induced mode

coupling, as illustrated in Fig. 1(a). This figure shows the toroidal shear Alfvén continuum




(solid curves), as well as the cylindrical continua (dashed curves) for the poloidal harmonics
with mode numbers m = 1 and m = 2, where the toroidal mode number is taken to ben = 1.
The perturbed wavefunction is assumed to vary as exp[i(—m8 + n{ —wt)]. For simplicity, in
Fig. 1(a) the density profile is taken to be constant, and the safety factor profile is quadratic;
ie., g(r) = 14 (r/a)?, with ¢ = 2 at the edge of the plasma r = a. The cylindrical
continua are given by the frequencies w = w(r) that satisfy the shear Alfvén condition
w? = kil (r)vi(r). Here kjmn = [-m/q(r) 4+ n]/R is the parallel wavenumber, with ¢(r)
the safety factor, n and m the toroidal and poloidal mode numbers, R the major radius, and
va(r) = B(4wN;M;)~/? the Alfvén speed. Due to the tokamak axisymmetry, the toroidal
mode number n is a good “quantum” number, and we will henceforth suppress this index
on k| and on the wavefunction. However, the poloidal mode numbers are no longer good
“quantum” numbers in tokamak geometry, due to toroidicity-induced coupling. In particular,
at the radial location r = r;, where two cylindrical continua cross; i.e., kjj, = —Kjjm41, the
small toroidicity effects resolve the degeneracy between the two cylindrical continua, and a
“gap” appears. For the case shown in Fig. 1(a), viz., n = 1 and m = 1 and 2, this crossing
point occurs where ¢ = 1.5. In the general case, if the cylindrical-geometry Alfvén continua
corresponding to modes m and m + 1 (for toroidal mode number n) intersect, this occurs
where ¢ = (m + 1/2)/n. The magnitude of the width of the gap, Aw, is oﬁ the order of the
inverse aspect ratio a/R.

The continuum Alfvén modes correspond to the excitation of shear Alfvén waves on a
given flux surface where the mode frequency is resonant, viz., where w? = kﬁm('r) v%(r). From
causality arguments one can show that such resonance leads to wave absorption. However,
frequencies excited within the spectral gaps, are not resonant with the continuuin and hence
will not damp in the gap region. This allows a discrete eigenfrequency of the toroidicity-
induced Alfvén eigenmode (TAE) to be established.

The TAE mode structure that corresponds to the situation illustrated in Fig. 1(a) is



shown in Fig. 1(b) for a/R = 0.25. Its eigenfrequency wo = 0.93|k| v4|s=1.5 lies within the
continuum gap of Fig. 1(a). Note that the mode structure has a sharp transition for the
m = 1 and m = 2 components at the gap location.

The destabilizing effects of alpha particles on the TAE modes have been stﬁdied per-
turbatively. To a good approximation since the beta value of the alpha particles of small -
(B« X €), one can assume that the imagina'ry part of the frequency is small compared to the
real part when the inverse Landau transit resonance contribution of the fast alpha particles |
is included. The growth rate can then be obtained from the quadratic form for the coupled
equations, evaluated with the MHD eigenfunction and eigenfrequency for the TAE mode.
More detailed discussions of this procedure and results for the alpha particle-induced”érowth
rate may be founa in Refs. 2-9 and in Aﬁpendix A of the present paper. This aﬁgendix
includes, with more general derivation, an additional kinetic response due to the finite al-
pha particle banana width in the equilibrium distribution function, as was also described in
Ref. 11.

Actually, the features of the shear Alfvén spectrum in toroidal geometry are somewhat
more complicated than what has been described in Fig. 1. Much of fhe initial work on
TAE instability with alpha particles was limited to simple cases for which the value of the
safety factor at the plasma edge was specified to be g(a) =~ 2, as 1nF1g 1, and for which a
constant density profile was assumed. For a radially decreasing density .proﬁle, the ‘Alfvén
speed is increased, especially near the plasma edge. It is then possible for the TAE eigenmode

frequency wy to intersect with the shear Alfvén continuum at the radial location r; where the
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fm (rs) vA(rs) is satisfied. Figure 2 illustrates such a

continuum resonance condition w§ = k
case. In thisfigure, g(a) = 2.3 and the density is constant out to r/a = 0.9 and then decreases
linearly to zero at the edge. Continuum resonance occurs near the plasma periphery. It is

known from earlier theoretical studies'®=%° of Alfvén wave heating that continuum resonance

leads to wave damping. Resonance can also occur due to the radial variation of the safety




factor within the plasma.

Furthermore, as the value of g(a) increases, more than a single gap can occur in the
toroidal spectrum. Figure 3 shows the case for which ¢(a) = 3. Coupling between the
m = 1 and m = 2 modes occurs in the region where ¢ = 1.5, and coupling between the
m = 2 and m = 3 modes occurs in the region where ¢ = 2.5. For the case shown in Fig. 3,
the gaps at ¢ = 1.5 and 2.5 :approximately “line up,” and the eigenmode structure and
resonant dissipation are more complicated. When the density and safety factor profiles lead
to multiple gaps that do not line up, the TAE mode that is established in the lowest-order
gap (i.e., with the lowest frequency and located nearest the magnetic axis) can interact with
the Alfvén continuum at interior radial locations which also leads to significant damping.

The details concerning the nature of the TAE mode and the dissipative effect of reso-
nant interaction with the toroidal shear Alfvén continuum will be explained in the following
sections of this paper. In the next several sections, the appropriate system of coupled eigen-
mode equations will be derived, and the wave damping that is caused by the resonance of
the TAE mode with the shear Alfvén continuum will be calculated. The casual reader may
wish to skip directly to the description of the numerical results (Sec. VI) and the concluding

discussion (Sec. VII).

ITI. Eigenmode Equations in the Large Aspect Ratio
Limit

The governing equations for shear Alfvén waves have been previously derived in cylindrical

geometry.?>~%" Later work included the kinetic effects of alpha particles on shear Alfvén wave

stability.2”383% The corresponding equations have also been derived in toroidal geometry,

both in the large-aspect-ratio limit for use with model profiles®® and also in general geometry

for use with numerically generated equilibria.! Since the limit of large aspect ratio toroidal

geometry preserves all the essential features of the TAE mode, while at the same time



facilitates a clear understanding of the important physics mechanisms, we will adopt that
approach in the present work. The previous large-aspect ratio derivation of th_e eigenmode
equa.tior.lsz'3 was restricted to the case of concentric circular flux surfaces and retained only
the toroidal coupling that enters through the frequency-dependent ion polarization inertial
term. Here we allow non-concentric flux surfaces and include also the toroidal coupling in

the magnetic field line-bending term.

A. Low-Beta Shear Alfvén Wave Equation

The basic equations from which we begin our derivation of the shear Alfvén eigenmode
equations are the following: (i) the condition for charge neutrality,

V.-J=0 | CEL (1)

R T RN P

where J is the current, given by Ampére’s law (with the neglect of the displacement current)

as 41J/c = V x B; (ii) the momentum balance equation,

dv

E:%(JxB)—v-P‘ \ )

N; M;

where v is the macroscopic plasma velocify and where the total pressure P = p.| + P,
results from the isotropic core plasma pressure p. and the possibly anisotropic alpha-particle

pressure P,; and (iii) the drift kinetic equation,

of ~ e af :
5{+(v[|b+vE+VD)'vf+M“(UI|E||+VD'E>%‘=0 (3)

which describes the kinetic behavior of the highly enérgetic alpha particle population, as
well as the Landau damping due to the plasma ions and electrons. In Eq. (3), f is the
distribution function for the respective species; e and M are the patticle charge an‘('iA Ifﬁdss; .
ve = ¢(E x B)/B? is the electric field drift velocity; and vp = b x (pVB—i—vﬁn)/wc-i-vﬁBB-
Vb/w. is the magnetic field gradient and curvature drift velocity, with b = B/B a unit

vector along the magnetic field direction, x = v3 /2B the magnetic moment per unit mass,
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= vﬁ /2 + pB the particle energy per unit mass, K = (B . V)B the field line curvature, and
w, = eB/Mc the gyrofrequency.

We now linearize the field variables as J = Jo + 6J, B = By + 6B, E = §E, and
v = §v, where the subscript designates the steady-state equilibrium quantities, with small
perturbations [§B|/[Bo| < 1, etc. The density perturbation may be ignored since we employ
charge neutrality, and equilibrium electrostatic potential effects are neglected. Perturbed
quantities will be taken to vary in time as exp(—iwt). The electric field and the magnetic
field may be represented in terms of the scalar and vector potentials ® and A as

5E=-V5<1>—-i-§-t5A, §B =V x A (4)

For the shear Alfvén problem, the low-beta approximation is valid, and in this limit we may
take 6A = 5A||B, set 0 B = 0 since 6 B) is related to the high-frequency compressional Alfvén
branch, and drop terms involving the equilibrium pressure. Also, since the TAE mode is

essentially an MHD wave, we may set §E|| = 0 and thus obtain the relationship
iw§ A = cb - V§® . (5)

We also assume that the fluid velocity év is mainly given by the perturbed E x B motion:

5v:’=’.5vE=E(—6—E—;B:—B). (6)

Henceforth, except where required to avoid confusion, the subscript on equilibrium quantities
will be dropped.
Using Eq. (2) to obtain the perpendicular perturbed current §J; and setting B - §B = 0,

we can rewrite Eq. (1) in the following form:

B-5J) , (N;M,-Bxév
—weV - | ———————

(B'V)< B B =

) +(6BL V) (BB'2J> +cV- [ﬁ x (V' 5P)] =0.
(7)

With the use of $he expression vp = (v)|/w.)V x (Bu”), where the spatial gradient V is here

understood to operate with £ and p held fixed, we find the following equation, valid in the
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limit of low beta and large aspect ra;tio (see Appendix A):

oV L}; (V- 5P] Ze [ &ovn-ves, (8)

where 3, indicates a sum over species. Equation (8) permits the evaluation of the last term
in Eq. (7) by means of the solution of the drift kinetic equation, Eq. (3). Now, with the use
of Egs. (6) and (8), we can rewrite Eq. (7) as

(B-V) (BéfJ)ﬂéBl-V) (BB'2J>+iwcz v-(iz V. 5@) +3 e/d%vD-wf =0. (9)
V4 s

47

The form of Eq. (9) is nearly identical to that of the shear Alfvén equation derived by
Rosenbluth and Rutherford?’ in their study of fast particle destabilization of kinetic Alfvén

waves, apart from terms involving gradients acting on the equilibrium magnetic field strength

B, which were ignored in their cylindrical treatment.

Now examine the various individual terms in Eq. (9). For A = 5A“b we can . express

- ,,._.,,.(..., s

the parallel perturbed current, which appears in the first term of Eq. (9), as

fgi(B.aJ) =-v. {BZVL (%ﬂ + 52” {4 AL [‘”B ZEV'P)} + (4: J,,)} :
| (10)

Note that in Eq. (10) all the derivatives acting on the perturbed field quantity are confained
in the first term. Also, the second and third terms are is negligible in the low-beta limit, and
the fourth term is dropped, being of order of the square of the inverse aspect ratio. Next we
find that the perpendicular perturbed magn;atic field, which appears in the second term of

Eq. (9), can be expressed as

_ 54y B x V-P\ (64 |
5B_L— BXV(B>+4?T< B? )(B (11)

where the second term is negligible in the low-beta limit. Next, recall that the equilibrium

parallel current (also known as the Pfirsch-Schliter, or return, current) in an axisymmetric

toroidal system, which appears in the third term in Eq. (9), is given by

() =2 [ (39 e
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where I = RBr is a function only of the poloidal flux ¥ in the low-beta limit, with Br
" the toroidal magnetic field and R the major radius (measured from the axis of toroidal
symmetry). The approximation in Eq. (12) again follows from the assumption of low beta.
The procedure for obtaining the perturbed distribution function, which appears in the last
term of Eq. (9), from the drift kinetic equation, Eq. (3), is described in Appendix A.
Introducing Egs. (10)-(12) into Eq. (9), we obtain the eigenmode equation
1 9 1 1
—(B-V) {'B?V' [B v, (ﬁ (B -vm)]} - [B XV ('B'z' (B- vm)}

o[ o)

, |
_v. (5_’2_ vusq)) +(Z2) T e [dovp- Vi =0. (13)
V4 c ) s

Except for the approximation of low beta, Eq. (13) describes shear Alfvén waves in general
axisymmetric toroidal geometry.

It is convenient to construct a quadratic form from Eq. (13), as follows. Multiply Eq. (13)
by (c?/87w)é®* and integrate over all space, with the assumption of no contribution from

the surface terms. In this way, we obtain the equation
Q(w, 63) = —% )3 es/d3r /d% §fvp - 6E* (14)
with the functional @(w, §®) defined by
Q(u;, §®) = —w(6W — 6I) (15)

where 6W is the ideal MHD potential energy in the zero-beta limit and 67 is the inertial

energy of the perturbation:

2 2 2
e . B . V§d . B-vse\] J[Ro (V¢
6W_87m2/dr{BV_,_< || +60* Bx Vi (=5 ]| V| =V (=
(16)
2
_ S [l 2
o= /drvi IV, 60 . (17)
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The term on the right-hand side of Eq. (21a), obtained by integration by parts, is proportional

to the power transfer from the alpha particles to the electromagnetic field:
S e [d [dvsfvp-6EL= [&r (1-5E) . (18)

Thé inertial energy 61 is clearly positive definite, and if we assume ideal MHD stability, then
§W is also positive definite for any. bounded perturbation §®.

If we take the kinetic term on the right-hand side of Eq. (14) to be small, then to
lowest order the eigensolution is §®, with frequency wo, and it satisfies @(wo, 6®o) = 0. To
next order, the shift in the eigenwfalue, dw = w — wp, due to the kinetic term treated as a

perturbation is given by the equation
- .
i6w-a—g-(—wo’—®£)-=lZeS/dSr/d305va-5EI . (19)

Owo 25 ‘ e
Equation (19) can be exactly interpreted as the time rate of change of the wave energy, (left- -

hand side) being equal to the power transfer of alpha particles to the electroma.gnetig:ﬁeld

(right-hand side). Furthermore, the wave energy can be easily seen to be positive:

Q__90 [~ (@ ew) — 1] = 6w + 51> 0 B¢

fw  Ow lw
by virtue of the assumed MHD stability. (Later we will point out that this conclusion

depends on the perturbation 6@ not being sinéular in the main domain of integration.)
B. Large-Aspect-Ratio Eigenmode Equation

For the sake of simplicity, we now reduce the general equation for the TAE mode to its
form in the limit of large aspect ratio. Assume that the inverse aspect ratio € = a/Rp is
small relative to unity, where a is the minor radius at the plasma edge and Ry is the major
radius as measured to the location of the magnetic axis. Then, we introduce the flux-type
large-aspect-ratio coordinates (r,d,(), where r is the minor radius coordinate (centered on

the magnetic axis), ¢ is a poloidal angle coordinate, and ( is the toroidal angle coordinate.
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These coordinates?®*! are related to the cylindrical coordinates (R, ¢,Z) centered on the

toroidal axis of symmetry as follows:

R =Ry +rcosf —A(r) + rn(r)(cos 26 — 1) (21a)
¢=—C | (21b)
Z =rsin + rn(r)sin 26 . (21c)

The Shafranov shift of the flux surfaces is given by A(r); here the convention is A > 0,
since the inward nature of the shift for flux surfaces with increasing minor radius has been
accounted for with an explicit negative sign in Eq. (21a). The quantity n(r) = (r/Ro+A')/2,
with A’ = d(A)/dr, is small, of O(e). Solving the Grad-Shafranov equilibrium equation by
means of an.expansion in powers of € yields A’ = (r/Ro)(B, +4£:/2), with 8, = 2({p) —p)/ B
a measure of the poloidal beta value and ¢; = <B;‘,’> / B;‘,’ the internal inductance, where the
brackets (---) indicate a volume average. Note that the shift A is O(e?), whereas its radial
derivative, A', is O(¢).

In the absence of the terms that involve the quantity n(r), the coordinates (r,8,({) in
Eq. (21) would be identical to the well-known Shafranov coordinates*? (which were used
in Ref. 1). However, in the Shafranov coordinates representation, the safety factor ¢ =
B - V({/B - V8 would contain #-variation to O(e). Since our intention is to investigate the
effects of toroidicity-induced poloidal coupling to O(¢), it is more convenient for our purpose
to employ the flux-type large-aspect-ratio coordinates defined in Eq. (21), for which ¢ =
q(r) + O(e?), where r is itself a flux coordinate to O(e?). With these flux-type coordinates,
the derivative operator along a field line, B - V, involves poloidal dependence only in the

overall multiplicative factor B - V@, which is related to the Jacobian for these coordinates;

ie., B-V6d = (B-V0)[0/0 + q(r) 8/0¢]16®(r, 8,().

14



With these large-aspect-ratio coordinates, we have the following representations:

B0 g V(g8 - ¢) | (22a)

P
B.V= (%) '}f | ~ (22b)
J=rRg <1 + RTO cos 9> + O(e?) . (22¢)

G =Vr Vr=1+20cosh, ¢*=V6-V0=— [1—2<R +A'>cos9] (224)
r 0

Vr -Vl = —l sm@[

Ro T R Ro

(r/_y)'] Ve Ve= - [1 2 ( r > cos 9] (22¢)
with Vr-V( = V8 .V({ = 0. The various other metric coefficients for this coordinate system
can be worked out straightforwardly. The quantity J = [Vr - (V8 x V¢)]™! is the Jacobian.

We now examine the form of the individual terms in Eq. (13) in this large-aspect:ratio

tokamak equilibrium. Noting that

BT 9 - . oL L0 (o L OU) 10 (L, 5,00
V(B*V.0) = V[Bx(BxV\I})]_JaT(B Jg" s |+ 555 | B9 +O(?)

- (23)
we can write the Laplacian-like first term in Eq. (13) exactly, to (9( ) as follows:
(B- V){ ! v-[é?v ( (B- V)&@)]} B.-v) |-~ 2 |1p24 ”d (—L(B.V)acﬁ)
B? T\ B2 JB? or or \B?

o 5‘9 [JB2 Z 859 (5B V)&@)” | - (20)

For the most part, the O(¢) terms that arise from toroidicity-induced coupling contribute

+

only small modifications to the Alfvén wave behavior. However, the O(e) toroidicity con-
tributions become quite significant in those terms of the eigenmode equation that involve
a double derivative of the wave function §® with respect to radius, because the coefficient

of 3%6®/0r? almost vanishes when the mode frequency w is nearly resonant with the shear

15




Alfvén continuum. In particular, the O(¢) terms are able to resolve the degeneracy that oc-
curs when the cylindrical spectra for two different poloidal harmonics cross each other: i.e.,
when kﬁm vl = kﬁm, v% occurs, for modes with poloidal mode numbers m and m’, at some
radial location rm,,,;/. When this happens, the O(¢) terms give rise to a “gap” in the toroidal
spectrum of singular frequencies, whose gap width is O(¢). The TAE mode exists within
such gaps. With this discussion in ﬁﬁnd, we will retain the toroidal O(e) coupling effects
only_ in those terms that involve a second-order radial derivative of the wave function.

We now proceed to multiply each term in Eq. (13) by the factor J/rRgy, where J is the

Jacobian given in Eq. (22¢); to Fourier transform the wavefunction as
60(r,0,() = Z @ () exp(—tmb + in() (25)
where the toroidal mode number n is conserved; to define the local quantity
m 1
kjm=|———+n| — , 26
= (-7) & 20
which is obviously the parallel wavelength in the cylindrical limit; to introduce the new wave
function
1
Em(r) = ; @m(f‘) ; (27)
and to move the parallel gradient operators in between the two radial derivative operators

in the first term of Eq. (13). Incidentally, note the useful identity

1d [rgm 5‘-@2] L4 [r?gm dE’"} s (d—g) En+29(r)E, (25)

r dr dr r2 dr dr dr

for an arbitrary radial function g(r). In this way we manipulate the first term of Eq. (13) to

find that
(). (m-)]

2
oL o ) e d (oe) (m=)y g

r2 dr lhm g

r2 dr dr r
1 d dEm+1 dEn— )
+E % [r3 A’k”m <k|]m+1 -———-—dr + k”m—l ar )] . (29)



Next, consider the second term of Eq. (13). Since it does not entail a double radial

derivative of the wave function, we evaluate it without toroidicity corrections as follows:

- () v (o) [y ()] -5 4 ().

(30)

This second term exactly cancels part of the first term of Eq. (13).
Next, evaluate the third term of Eq. (13). Consistent with our earlier argument, we retain
the toroidal corrections to O(e) in the portion of this term that involves a second-order radial

derivative of the wave function and thus obtain

J w? 1 d| 3/w\*dEn d /w\?
(&) v (;ﬁ;vﬁ@) :“ﬁﬂ’” (‘) o ] Bz (o)

m?—1Y\ [ w)\? 1d [4/wN\2/,, 2r\[dEny1 | dEm_y |
+( ; )(;1:) Em‘rzﬂ’" (o) (“Eo)( o T ar )GV

where va4g = By/ [Ni(r)Mi]?/ 2 contains radial variation only through the density Ni(rﬂ',), the
constant By being the magnetic field strength evaluated at the magﬁetié axis. .

Since the fourth term of Eq. (13), viz., the kinetic effects for alpha éarticle-induced
destabilization, etc., can be treated as a perturbation, we neglect toroidal corrections to this
term. Moreover, since it does not essenfially influence the continuum ;ésonance problem, we

will }sim.ply represent this term in thé following symbolic fashion:
—4miwr? 3 ,
=T /d vVp - V6f = iLe(w)En - (32)

Here Li(w) is a kinetic operator, perturbative in nature, that represents alpha-particle in-
stability drive, various plasma dissipation effects, and possibly other non-ideal MHD effects.

Finally, collecting the results given in Eqgs. (29)~(32), we obtain the TAE wave equation,
including toroidicity effects to lowest orde'r:

2 2 2
d [rs (E’? ~ kﬁm> dEm} +o2g 4 (ﬁ) —(m? - 1) <:_2 - kﬁm> rEm + iLi(w) Em
A

dr v dr ™ dr \vg
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+ &
dr

2
3 i / E) dEm+1 dE'm.-l W3AL dEm+1 dEm—l _
r (vi) <A + RO ( d'f‘ + dT’ T A k”m k”m-}-l d’]‘ + k[[m—l dr =] O .

(33)

The last terms of Eq. (33), which nvolve r /Ro and A’ are O(e) and comprise the toroidal
coupling. Because the poloidal mode number may assume any integer values, Eq. (33)
actually constitutes a system of equations that couple the mode amplitudes E,,.

Before ending this section, we introduce two simplifications of Eq. (33). First, we ob-
serve that the terms involving r/Ry, and A’ are only small corrections except in the gap
regions where there occurs a degeneracy of the form Ay, =& —kjns:, with kjn = w/vg.

Since the toroidal coupling is important only in the vicinity of such gaps, we may make the

simplification:

() (o ) st () (4 5) () (%) - 09

Next, we will approximate the quantity A’ = (r/Ro)(B, + £:/2) by the constant value it

assumes for a plasma with zero beta and constant current profile, namely, A’ = r/4R,. This
approximation is justified to the extent that the validity of our large aspect ratio reduced-
MHD treatment requires A’ to remain small.

Using Eq. (34) and the approximated form of A’, we can now simplify Eq. (33) to the
following form:

d [ (w5 \dEn d [w\? , ) w? o,
E‘; [7’ <;)Z_k”m) —2‘;‘—]-}-% (a) r Em—(m —1) E—k”m T‘Em

d [ oo (@2 (dBppy | dEna\] . !
-}-% [7‘ &(r) (;‘—%—)( o + o = —i Ly (w)E, (35)

where we have defined the coupling quantity &(r) = 5r/2R,. Equation (35) is identical to

the eigenmode equation given in Refs. 2 and 3, except that the coupling strength of 5r/2Rq
obtained in the present work is more accurate, compared to 3r/2Ry in the earlier work. The
reasons for the difference are that Refs. 2 and 3 assumed concentric circular equilibrium flux

surfaces and also neglected the coupling from the field line bending.
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In the remainder of this paper, we will solve the coupled system of equations represented

in Eq. (35), both numerically and analytically.

IV. Variational Formalism for Shear Alfvén

Continuum Damping Rate

In this section we develop a perturbation method for obtaining the Alfvén damping rate
within the ideal fluid equation context from the zeroth-order TAE eigenfunction and its
real eigenvalue, by applying an analytic continuation technique based on the prescription
of causality. We shall first use the cylindrical appx:oximation to describe damping due to
the shear Alfvén continuum resonance and then treat the general coupled-mode problém in

toroidal geometry. This method is accurate if the eigenfunction is nearly real.

A. Formalism in Cylindrical Geometry

In cylindrical geometry, the poloidal modes are uncoupled and, from Eq. (35), the refiuced
MHD equation for the amplitude of the m* harmonic takes the form

d [ 5w ., \dEn] d (1 W, o
_d-; [7‘ (g - kl}m) —d-r—':l “+w 7’2 E.m_ E; ;z - (TTL2 - 1) E - k”m »’r‘ Em = —sz(w)Em .
, (36)

In Eq. (36), Li(w) is a perturbation operator that primarily représents the kinetic instability
drive due to high-energy aipha particles, as well as the bulk plasma Landau dampiﬁg and
perhaps other non-ideal MHD dissipation. For definiteness, we solve Eq. (36) with the
boundary condition E(a) = 0 at the plasma boundary r = a.

From Eq. (36) we can construct a quadratic form by multiplying by E,.(r) and inte-
grating between two arbitrary radial points r; and r, taking care to retain the endpoint

contributions:

2
2 2 [ CEm 2 1\ m2 w0\ o e 4 (1
/T1 drr{!r ( o ) + (m l)Em} (%24 k”m) ~w’rE;, ar \o2
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=i [ dr By L) En + (En Cn)| (37)
In Eq. (37), the “flux” C,(r) is given by
2
_[¥Y  42 3 AEn(r)
C’m(r) = ('Ui k[[m) T ar (38)

and it is assumed that the quantity [(w/v4)® — kf},,] does not vanish anywhere in the interval
from r; to ry. Should there exist within this interval a point r, or points r, ; where the equality

(w/v4)? = kff, = 0 holds, then Eq. (37) is modified to the following exact relationship:

2
2 2 [ @Em 2 2 fz_ 2 | _ 2 4 (1
P /rl rdr {[r ( — ) + (m? —1)E2 (v,'f; ) = rBL 2 (0

+ Z [En(rs)Cml(rs;) = En(r)Cm(ri)]  (39)

=i/”drEmL( ) Em + (Em Cm)

where

P / = lim ( / :) (40)

denotes the principal value integral, with r£ = r, £ 6, and we use the appropriate general-
ization to the principal value integral when multiple singular points r, ; occur. We shall take
Cm(r) to be continuous at the singular points r, ;. Letting r, — 0 and r, — a, we finally
obtain the equation
a
G(w, Bn) = =3 [En(r},) = En(ri))] Cr(reg) +i /0 dr Ep Li(w)E, (41)
J' .

where the quantity G(w, E,,) is defined by

a dE,\* w? d (1
=1 2 m 2 _ 1\p2 2\ _ 2. 2
G(w,E,) = }Jl_fg P i drr { l'r ( - ) + (m* - 1)EZ <v2 k”m> w*rEZ - (vi)}
, .
wt o, . 3 dE,.(p) ~
+ 0 <__Uft(0) k”m(0)> ‘1)1_1)1(1),0 E.(p) 7 (42)

The principle value in Eq. (42) is necessary since dE,,/dr < (w?/v} — ki)™t as = 1

Note that the quantity G(w, E,) defined in Eq. (42) is related to the quadratic form Q(w, §®)
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of Eq. (14) as G(w, En) = wQ(w, §®). Also, for simplicity, we will ignore from now on the
endpoint contribution at the origin for m = 0. |

We wish to treat the two terms on the right-hand side of Eq. (41), namely, the L kinetic
term and the singular wave function behavior at r,;, in a perturbative manner. Thus, to
lowest order, we will pose the problem such that Lj is negiected and the wavefunction is
taken to be continuous at ry;: i€, Em(r;) = En(r3;). The lowest-order solution E),
with both C©(r) and EQ)(r) continuous everywhere, satisfies G(wo, E) = 0, which will
allow for a real eigenfrequency wp. Then, to next order, we shall find an expression for the
complex shift in the eigenfrequency. The discontinuity of the next-order wavefunction at the
points r, ; can be obtained by means of the application of the Landau causality ‘.procedure
to a logarithmically divergent structure, as will Be shown in the discussion to follow." |

Our formal perturbation treatment assumes that the terms on the right-hand. side of

Eq. (41) are small and expands the eigenfunction and eigenfrequency as
En(r) = EQ(r) + 6E,(r) , w=uwp+ bw . T (43)

It can be shown that Eq. (41) without the L, term, solved With regular boundary conditions
at the origin 7 = 0 and the boundary condition En(a) = 0 at the edge and with E,(r)
and C,,(r) continuous across the points r,;, admits solutions with real eigenvalues wy and
real eigenfunctions EQ)(r), which satisfy G(wg, E?)) = 0. This constitutes the lowest-ofder
solution.

| Now consider the effect of the perturbation, which enters in next order. At the origin
and at fhe plasma edge, we impose the same boundary conditions on §Em(r) as apply to
EQ)(r). Substituting Eq. (43) into Eq. (41) and expanding to first order in 6 Er, and bw, we

obtain

’ (0)
G (wO’Er(r?) + 5Em) + 50,_6_9_(%"5_)_ ’

Bwo
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= =3 [6En(rt;) = 6Bm(rsy)] OO (re) +i / dr E® L, (wo) EO (44)

J

where we evaluate

a (0) 2
G (wo, ED + 6Ey,) = 2P /0 drr{ [ﬁ (df;n ) (d‘if’") + (m? —1)En 6Em] (% - kﬁm)

—wirEO 6E, 4 (%—) } . (45)

dr \ v}

Integrating by parts in Eq. (45) and recognizing that E() satisfies Eq. (36) with its right-hand
side set equal to zero, we see that
G (wo, EQ) + 6Ep) = =23 [§En(r;) — 6En(rs;)] CO(r.s) - (46)
j .

Therefore we can rewrite Eq. (44) as

(0) r
b 280 En]) 558, (1) = 6B (r5)] COru) +i [ dr B Liwo) B . (47

Owy .
Comparing the terms on the right-hand sides of Egs. (44) and (47), we see that the term
containing the discontinuity in §E,, has changed signs relative to the Ly term.
In order to obtain the discontinuity in §E,, at the singular points Ts.j, We note that in

the vicinity of such a point, Eq. (36) can be written as

d [ 5(w? dE, | _
) % |:’I" (’U‘ZA k||m) ——dr ] =0 (48)
from which we obtain
dBn(r) o C9(r.) o

dr e o2/ (r) = k(7))
For w = wy, the result in Eq. (49) matches the lowest-order solution E{?). We now apply the
causality condition that the frequency is formally in the upper half-plane; i.e., w = wqg + 7,

with 0 < 7 < |wo]- This allows us to integrate Eq. (49) around the singular point r,.
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Treating the discontinuity in the wave function as a first-order perturbation then yields

_ CO(r,; 1
6Em(r;*:j) - 6Em(rs,j) = ———~3(,——‘7—)-

¥
TS . n—0 Jr=, wo+in)?
8,7 8,7 [LWL k”m ]

_ —ir sgn(wo)CO(r, ;) (50)

5 T2 [/oA0a) — K]

5,
where sgn(wp) is the sign of wy. Substituting Eq. (49) into Eq. (46), we finally obtain

sgn (wo) [CR (rs,3))
( §/vh — k )

EO) .
Sw [wo M] 4 /O dr EO) L (wo) EO .

= —mz

wo Owq

G

Therefore, as long as the inequality wo8G(wo, E)/Owe = 8Q(wo,6Po)/0wo > 0 holds,

and treating the resonant mode structure as a perturbation, we find that the continuum

resonance gives rises to a damping contribution; i.e., Im(éw) < 0 from the first term. in

Eq. (51). This dissiiaation cc;untera.cts possible destabilizing effects from the L second term.
Marginal stability occurs when the right-hand side of Eq. (51) vanishes.

Note that, for a nonsingular perturbation, the inequality wo(0G/0wo) > 0 is indeed valid

[cf. Eq. (20)]. However, with a singular perturbation 6 E,, we need to invoke a basic “pertur-

bation assumption,” namely, that the contribution to 8G/0w comingfrom near the singular

region, as obtained by analytic continuation, is small compared to the bulk contribution.

~ In the kinetic integral of Eq. (51) the “perturbation assumption” also allows us to neglect

integration regions near the resonances r,;, where a singular response is otherwise possible.

B. Formalism in Toroidal Geometry

Now we proceed to treat the general coupled-mode problem in toroidal geometry. We consider
the system of coupled equations for the TAE mode as given in Eq. (35), with the same
boundary conditions as in the preceding discussion, namely, E,(a) = 0 at the plasma edge

and regularity of E,,(r) at the magnetic axis as r — 0.
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As before, we define the “flux” quantities Cy,(r), as given by

dE,

Cr(r)=1° E D (r,w) = (52)
with
w2 "
Dmn(T',LU) = ( k”m) 6m,n + g(T') (—2> (6'm.+1,n + 6m—1,n) . (53)
vi V4
Equation (52) can be formally inverted as
dE., D™ (r,w)Cr(r)
— 54
dr 18 Z | D(r,w)|| (54)

n
where || D(r,w)|| represents the determinant of the m X n matrix whose elements are Dy,
and D™" is the cofactor of the element D,,,; i.e.,
2 D™ Dgn = bmal|lDl| - (55)
q
The second-order differential eigenmode equation (35) can now be rewritten as two first-order

equations, one being Eq. (54) and the other being

Lnlt) — (2 - 1) (‘;’—; . kﬁm) B B (2) LB (59

In terms of this formalism, if the kinetic operator L; is neglected temporarily, we see
that the toroidal shear Alfvén continuum corresponds to those points for a given frequency
w where the determinant of the coefficients of the highest-order radial derivative terms in
the eigenmode equations vanishes. In other words, the eigenmode equation is singular when
the coefficients of the terms involving second-order radial derivatives of the wave function
components E,, lead to a singular matrix equation. This happens when the determinant
vanishes: || D(r,w)|| = 0. For frequencies in the continuum, therefore, the inversion from
C. back to E,, fails, unless analytic continuation is employed. Thus, for a given frequency

w, continuum resonance interactions occur at r = r,; where the condition |D(w,r,;)|| =0

holds. If Eq. (54) is integrated in the vicinity of such a singular point r, ;, it is clear that
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the wave function En,(r) is logarithmically divergent at r = r,; if (8/0rs;)||D(w,7s;)|| # 0.
However, from Eq. (56), we see that the flux Cp,(r) is continuous at the singular points.

To derive an expression for the continuum damping rate, we follow the same procedure as
has been described for the cylindrical case, but appropriately generalized to take into account
the toroidal coupling-of modes. Multiply Eq. (35) by E,,(r), sum over mode numbers m, and

integrate from r = 0 out to r = a with the exclusion of the small intervals (rs; — 6,7s,; + 6)

centered at the singular points r, ; to obtain the exact relationship

« G(w,En) = =3 [Bn(rfy) = En(r)] Cmlres) +1 22 /0 “dr B Li(W)En (57

mJ
2 2
(5-5)-r=4 ()
v4 dr \vj

2
9a w?\ dE,, [dEpmy1  dEm_
+rE(r) (v%) dr ( dr + dr ; w0 (58)

Equations (57) and (58) are the obvious toroidal generalizations of Egs. (41) and (42}, with

with the definition of the quadratic form as

dEn\’
2 m 2 _q1\ym2
7 ( = ) + (m* - 1)E;,

G(w, Em) EE’P/Oadrr{

P designating principal value with respect to the singular points, as before.
Note, incidentally, that Eq. (58) can be rewritten as
1 a 2 df [ dEm(r) _insl’ P\
- L En) = d / et m —tmé 2&(p P <__>
- G(w, En) w’P/(; rrl o [Z € } [1 + 2&(r) cos 6] |

m V4

- k., (dE,. )\’
_ [im ™
;73/0 drr{ . <—dr>

_ <_‘% _ ﬁﬂ) (m? —1)E2 + wrE%, % <i> } (59)

vi  w A

with E,, real and E_,, = E,. For &(r) < 1/2, Eq. (59) shows explicitly that for our

eigenmode equation, the inequality

9 l%ﬁﬁ} >0 (60)

Ow w
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holds for an arbitrary non-singular function E,, if the density has a radially non-increasing
profile, 3% (;1;;) = 0. (Strictly speaking, since E,, is singular at the resonance points, the
positive definiteness in Eq. (60) requires that our perturbation assumption, mentioned earlier,
also be satisfied.) Then, if G(w, E,,) = 0, from Eq. (60) we have w™! 8G(w, E,;,) /8w > 0,
which is equivalent to positive wave energy.
Next, introduce the perturbation expansion of Eq. (43). The zeroth-order problem, with
Ly assumed to be negligible and with E(©)(r), as well as C{9(r), taken to be continuous at the
singular points r, ;, yields a real eigenfunction E(?) and a real eigenfrequency wp that satisfy
G(wo, E9) = 0. Then, expand Eq. (57) to first order and use the same type of manipulations
as were used in obtaining Eq. (45) to find the toroidal generalization of Eq. (47):
0G(wo, EQ))
o — 0 Fm )

Bwo

5 =Y [6En(r};) = 6En(rs;)] CO(re) +i 3 /0 dr B Li(wo)EX) . (61)

m,j
Again, we obtain the discontinuity in 6 E,, by invoking causality to integrate Eq. (54) around

a Landau-type contour at the singular points:

. a|lD pmn N ((0) .
_ —r SEN |\ Ban (Wo,75,;)CY N (7s,5)
5Em(r:j) - 5Em(7's,j) = Z ( : ) J :

(62)
rh 52— 1D (wo, 7s,3) |
Finally, substituting into Eq. (61) yields the complex frequency shift éw as follows:
5, 0o, BY) o [sen (Bpmdl) 5, D™ (o, 5) O (rss) O (re)
Ao ; r |5 1D (wo, ms )|
+ S / " dr EO Ly (wo) E© | (63)
— Jo

In Appendix B, it is proved in general that the first term on the right-hand side of Eq. (63)
is imaginary and negative as long as our perturbation assumption is satisfied. Therefore,
since the wave energy is positive, we see that the continuum resonances at r = r; lead to
damping of the wave. At the end of Appendix C, we indicate that even when the perturbative

assumption is not satisfied, no unstable roots can exist.
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V. Analysis of the Cases of Two-Mode and
Three-Mode Coupling

In practice, only the coupling of a finite number of m-modes needs to be considered. For
example, when n = 1 and ¢(a) = 3, there is coupling between the m = 1 and m = 2 modes
in the region where ¢ = 1.5, and coupling between the m = 2 and m = 3 modes in the region
where ¢ = 2.5, so that the analysis can be limited to only three m-modes. In this section we
will examine how the general formalism of Sec. IV reduces specifically for the simple cases
of two-mode coupling and three-mode coupling.

When the number of coupled modes is truncated, it is possible to be quite expliéit in the
form of the cofactor matrix elements D™ and the determinant || D]|. For the case Whé;l only

two modes, say, m and m + 1, are coupled, we find the following expressions:

| w? w? o [w? ‘
1D ()] = (— - kﬁ¢> (7 - kﬁm+1) _# (—) - (643)

2 2
™m,m __ w 2 m+1m+1l _ w 2
D™ = (;;g - k||m+1’> , Dl = (g - knm)
pmemtl — pmtlm 2 (w_2> (64b)
= = 2

V4

where the other elements D™" are zero. Similarly, for the case when 6nly three modes, say,

m — 1, m, and m -+ 1, are coupled, we find the following expressions:

2 2 2
(¥ 2 W 2 w 2
”D(W,T‘)H = (;3: —jc||m-_1> (a - k||m> (E - k”m+1>

4 2 4 2
N w 2 ~ [ W w .2
-t (E) (zz "“Hmﬂ) ¢ (‘) (z?; "“ﬂm-l) (652)

2 2
m_ (@ 5 w 2 SR
D™ = oz k“m—-l) (;Z - kllm+1> (65b)
, . : 2 4
mElmtl __ nd 2 0 2 2 (2
D = <g - kum> (E - knmm> ¢ <‘qg> (65)
m,m mEl,m w2 wz g
D ¥ +1 —_ D :tlv —_ - (-UT — klzlmq:l) ‘U_2€ . (65d)
A A4 ’
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Up to terms of O(£?%), one can ascertain that the cofactor elements normalized to the deter-
minant, D™"/||D||, agree for the two-mode and three-mode coupling cases.

Let us now consider a specific example of a two-mode interaction, namely, the case for the
n = 1 TAE mode with the m = 1 and m = 2 modes coupling, and with the density taken to be
almost constant until near the edge of the plasma, where it decreases rapidly. This example
is nearly tractable analytically. Based on our earlier discussion, we expect to have a TAE gap
mode with the normalized frequency Q = [2¢(r,)]™?, where we define = wRy/v,4(0), whose
amplitude has a rapid transition at the gap location r = r,, determined by ¢(r,) = 1.5. Here
we assume that the value of the plasma density at the gap location is nearly unchanged from
its value at the axis, N;(r,) = N;(0), which we will designate as Np. Near the edge of the
plasma where the density falls fapidly, the m = 2 mode will resonate with the shear Alfvén
continuum at the singular point r = r,, where Q = [No/N(r;)]*/%[1 —2/q(r,)].

We will first neglect the resonance and develop an analytic description for the zeroth-
order MHD gap mode. To the extent that v% is indeed constant, it follows from Eq. (56) that
dCi/dr = 0, and since C; = 0 is required at the origin, we may take C;(r) = 0 everywhere.
Then, from Eq. (54) and Eq. (64), we have

dE, EQ2 R2 Cy(r)

dr 3 [(QF — kD) (02 — ) — E2001] (662)
dE; _ (022 — k%) R2Cy(r) (66b)
dr  r3[(2 — k%) (Q2 — k2) — 22004

where «2, = [1 — m/q(r)]%. For a constant density profile, the structure of the dispersion

relation in the limit of small & can be extracted from Eq. (66b). Integrating Eq. (66b) from
the origin to 7 = a and applying the boundary conditions F3(a) = 0 = E2(0), we obtain
(2% — &2) RE Ca(r)

Bi(e) = E0) =0= [ b s e Rt E (D)
where we have rewritten the integral in terms of two other integrals,
o RZC,(r) (02 - &d) (% — k%)
I, = d 0 1 _ 0 1
=), S e e~ o w9
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L= [ TG [ (9% - <)

r3 [[(9F — £1)(9F — #3) — £2024]

(69)

with Qo = 1/3 being the normalized frequency at which the m = 1 and 2 modes intersect

in the cylindrical limit. This separation into two integrals is convenient for the purpose of
isolating the behavior near the continuum resonance

The principal contribution to the I; integral comes from the gap region near ¢ = 3/2

where the coupled mode behavior is still well described if we take Cy(r), &(r), and r° to
be constant, evaluated at 7 = ry

Away from the gap location, the integrand of I; tends
to become small.

Hence we can approximately evaluate the I; integral by expanding its

integrand about the gap location: let @ = Qo + 69, with Qo = 1/3, and let ¢(r) = 1.5 + é¢

Also, expand the parallel wave numbers as

2 - 2

1 1 8 2 . 1
2— — — — — 2— — ———— — — —
"1“<1 §+5q) =35 27‘5"’“2‘(1 > -9

16 L
— 6q . 70
-‘;‘ + 6q 27 1 ) ( . )
Then we have
1, = 21E Ca(ry) /“ dJ [ CES) = :
8r3q(ry) J-eo  |[(2z +y)(z—y)+ (E(r))7]  [22° + (E(ry)%)?] ]
8127 6Q R3 Co(r,)
=— —7; (71)
32008(r, )72 ¢'(r5) [1 -3 (z25)]]

where z = 8(6¢)/27 and y = 2(59)/990

The integral I; has hardly any contribution from the gap region, since in its integrand

the numerator is nearly odd about the point r = ry, whereas the denominator is nearly even

The contribution to this integral occurs away from the gap region, i.e., where the coupling

factor € can be treated as small. Hence we can approximate I, as

RECy(r
Lep [ i m—@)' (72)

In order to evaluate Eq. (72) for I,, we need to replace Ca(r) by a function Cp(r) that

approximately satisfies the governing differential equation, Eq. (36) with Ly — 0, as well
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as the proper boundary conditions. Away from the gap region where the modes become
uncoupled (i.e., in the £ = 0 limit), the appropriate function is given by
dE,

Colr) = 27 (08 - 3) 222 (13)

= 7
The boundary conditions are taken to be E3(0) = Ej(a) = 0 and Cy(r,) = Ca(r,). What
makes it possible to have a solution F,(r) that satisfies the eigenmode equation and also
satisfies these three boundary conditions is the fact that, since the equation has a singular
point at r = ry, it admits solutions with a discontinuity (the “continuum” solutions). The
solution F,(r) may be constructed as a linear combination, Ey(r) = Ec(r) + aEy(r), of a
continuous solution, E.(r), and a discontinuous solution, E4(r). Even though E.(r) diverges
logarithmically at r = ry, it is' “continuous” in the sense that E,(r, — 6) = E.(r, + 8), as
6/rg — 0, whereas for the discontinuous solution, E4(r, — §) # Ey(r, + §). Numerically,
one obtains the continuous solution by integrating Eq. (36) with Q = Qg from r = 0, with
the boundary condition E.(0) = 0, up to r = r; (with r¥ =r,+6, for § < 1) and then
contiﬁuing the integration from r = rf with the continuity condition E.(r;) = E(r]) out
to the edge of the plasma at » = a. The discontinuous solution, which is set equal to zero
for 0 = r = r,, is obtained by integrating from the point r = rf, with the conditions
Ey(rf) =1 and C’d(r;;) = 0, out to the plasma edge. After we apply the edge boundary
condition Ey(a) = 0, we find Ey(r) = E.(r) — [E.(a)/E4(a)]E4(r). The solution F,(r) so
obtained, and its corresponding C,(r), will match, to within O(e), the correct solution in
the domains 0 < r < r, and r; < r £ a. In the narrow interval in the vicinity of ry,
the solution E,(r) will differ from the true solution E,(r), but the function Co(r), which is
continuous, will remain close to the exact Cy(r), since the condition Cy(r,) = Ca(r,) hzis

been imposed. Finally, using this approximate solution, we reduce Eq. (72) for the integral

I, to the following result:

I = By(r]) — Ey(r}) = %—E‘% . (74)
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The value of the ratio in Eq. (74) is obtained numerically.
Using Egs. (67), (71), and (74), we are able to obtain the frequency shift

60 16+/212 ¢'(rg)E(ry )0 -
\QO 1673 g'(rg)o 1/2 ( )
sima? [1 + (232527)"]

in terms of the dimensionless ratio ¢, where

> = I:E'z(rg—z ~ Ez(";)} (_a_>2 , (76)

Ca(ry) Ro
A plot of this ratio ¢ as a function of g(a) for safety factor profiles of the form ¢(r) =
14 [g(a) —1](r/a)? is shown in Fig. 4 for a density profile that is constant out to the plasma
edge. Since o < 0, the eigenfrequency is downshifted from the gap frequency, i.e., 5Q <0.
For these same quadratic g(r) profiles, Eq. (75) reduces to the following simplé fo;mula,
which exhibits the dependence of 6§ on the inverse aspect ratio a/ Ry, the edge safety:factor

g(a), and the discontinuity parameter o:

3"‘ lg(a)- 1]372

Ro
\/7+ 271r (q(a 1)

In Fig. 5, the numerically obtained values for the norma.lized frequency shift 6Q(Ro/a) are

- (77)

plotted as a function of the inverse aspect ratio, for several values:of ¢(a ) As a/Ry — 0,
Fig. 5 shows that the values for §Q(Ro/a) exactly approach the respective values predicted
by the semi-analytical theory of Eq. (77).

Having obtained an analytic description for the zeroth-order MHD gap mode, we next
consider the damping caused by the shear Alfvén continuum resonance of the m = 2 harmonic
near the plasma edge. For the sake of definiteness, we take a density profile that is flat.over

most of the plasma and then decreases linearly near the edge:

Ny, forr < a(l —A) ,
Ni(r) = (78)
No( ) fora(l-A)<r<a.
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For simplicity, we shall neglect the radial variation of the shear at the resonance point r = r;.
(Recall that we have assumed g(a) < 3, and hence the natural resonance of the m = 2 mode
at ¢ = 3 due to ¢(r) variation when the density is flat has been eliminated from our example
problem.) At the resonance point only the m = 2 mode will resonate, and so we may neglect

O(e) coupling terms at resonance. Then Eq. (63) yields for the continuum damping rate

R s ™
where
w g afo] Lo () - (8) &

Since the integrand in Eq. (80) tends to be localized about the gap location, we calculate its
contribution by writing & = Q¢ + 6Q, with Qo = 1/3, and ¢(r) = 1.5 + éq, as before, and
then expanding Eqgs. (66a) and (66b) for dEy/dr and dE,/dr:

dE, ~ A( )‘Q2 R2 02(7‘9) (81)
& AR (%) 20

dB; _ (% - 52) B3 Ca(ro) (82)
5 T ) O+ 1)+ ]

Now change the variable of integration in Eq. (80) from r to 8¢ and extend the range of

integration to find

4B\ dE, 277 [RE Cs(ry)]’
drr® <—> 2 drr® < ) = 37 (83)
/ / 16\/§Q3§(7’g)r§ ¢'(rg) [1 —-g (5;%%9—)) ] &

Therefore, since Q3 = 1/9, using Egs. (79) and (75) and the approximation r, & a, we obtain

3/2

2~ (2)(R2pdun) (G g (Y] e
() () [8E)°

3/2
[1 + (zptm) }
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where &(r,) = (5/23/%)(a/Ro)lg(a) — 1]% for the quadratic ¢(r) profile being considered
here. Numerically we find that [Ca(rs)/C2(r,)]* assumes a value somewhat less than unity;

its precise value is shown in Fig. 6 for various aspect ratios.

VI. Numerical Solution

In this section we discuss the numerical solution of Eq. (35) for the case of three-mode
coupling, specifically, for the n = 1 TAE mode when the m = 1,2, and 3 modes are taken into
account. The coupled equations for these modes, Eqgs. (54) and (56), with the determinant
|D(w,r)|| and matrix elements D™" given by Eq. (65), were numerically solved with a
standard error-predictor integration routine.

In order to integrate the set of six first-order' differential equations for E(r) ande(r),
we need to impose the appropriate boundary conditions. At the edge of the plasma, ‘si;éérjthe
field quantity En,(r) = ®,,(r)/r is essentially the plasma displacement and we consider fixed
boundary pertqrbations, we have E,,(a) = 0. The examination of boundary conditions near
the magnetic axis r = 0 is somewhat more complicated due to the mode coupling. Without
any toroidicity coupling (and neglecting kinetic contributions), the various wave functions
E,, satisfy the following equation near the axis, where the density and safety factor may be
taken to be approximately constant (with the density and safety factor both taken as unity

at the origin in this discussion):

d [ ;dE, 5 ~
5(7‘ dr>-(m -1)rE,=0. (85)
Equation (85) yields
E(r) o r i T (86)

as the regular solutions near the origin. However, this result is slightly modified when toroidal
coupling is included. Specifically, from Eq. (35) we see that E,_; in the toroidicity coupling

term, when E,,_; has the form given in Eq. (86) and as long as dE,,—1/dr # 0, will drive
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a finite E,, that also has the form given in Eq. (86). Therefore, in this case, the regular
solutions near the origin are not independent, and we need to include the driven response
in the proper boundary conditions. This can be accomplished by modifying Eq. (85) to the

following form:

)~ = o B2 5 (22 =0 &7

ap \" “dp dp dp

d ( 5 dE,
with p = r/a < 1 the normalized minor radius and \,, = (5a/2R)[22/(0¥? —&2)] a constant
parameter, with k2, = (m — 1)2. For E,,_; = p~2*™ near the axis (with m > 2), Eq. (87)

yields the driven response

(m-=1)(m+1)
2m

Amp?ln p . (88)

Em(p) = -

In the three-mode coupling problem whose numerical solution will be presented in this sec-
tion, we will apply the result of Eq. (88) for the m = 3 mode.

With this information about the behavior of the solutions near the magnetic axis, the
six coupled equations for the dependent functions E,, and C,,, for m = 1, 2, and 3, can be
integrated from near the axis at 7 = 0 out to the plasma edge at r = a, where the E,, must
vanish. To satisfy the boundary condition at the edge requires knowledge of the solution
for the eigenfrequency w. This can be achieved by separately performing three complete
integrations and then combining their respective results. For the first integration, take E;
near the axis (i.e., for p — 0) to have the regular form given by Eq. (86), namely, E;(p) = 1,
while taking Es(p) = Es3(p) = 0; denote the solutions obtained in this first case as EX)(r)
and C{(r). For the second integration, take E,(r) to have its regular form near the axis,
viz., Ey(p) = p, while Ey and Ej are integrated so as to satisfy E1(p) = 0 and, from Eq. (88),
Es(p) = —(2)/3)p® In p near the axis; denote the solutions obtained in this second case
as E@(r) and C¥)(r). Finally, for .the third integration, take E3 to have its regular form
Es(p) = p? near the axis, and take Ei(p) = Ez(p) = 0; denote the solutions obtained in

this third case as E{3)(r) and C®)(r). Now construct a linear combination of the separate
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solutions,

En(r) = E EQ(r) , Cnm(r)=3 &CR(r) (89)

i=1 =1
where the coefficients e; are to be determined by the boundary conditions En(a) = 0. If

a frequency w can be found which have coeflicients e; that make the wave functions E,
vanish at the plasma edge, then that w is the eigenfrequency and the resulting E,(r) are
the eigenfunctions. We summarize the manifold of boundary conditions for E® and CY) at

p=r/a K1 as follows:

EN(p)=1 EP(p)=0 EP (p)=0

EP(p) =0 EP(p)=0p ‘ EP(p)=0

EP(p) =0 EP(p) = —(2)s/3)p Inp ESN(p)=p )
cp)=0 C(p)=0 c(p) =0 "
cPp)=0 CPp) =@ ~1) (e =0

D) =0 CP(p) = (Aa/3)(2? = 4)p* (1 —4Inp) C{(p) = 2(Q —4)p* .

In writing Eq. (90), we have assumed ¢(0) =1 at the magnetic axis.

In our numerical procedure, we first solve for the redﬁced ideal MHD (i.e., lowest-order)
eigenfrequency wo for the TAE mode. We begin with the guess w =~ wgap = |—m/q(ry) + 1|
va(rg)/Ro. Then we determine the continuum resonant points rs,; that satisfy the equat1on
|D(w, 7, ;)|| = 0. Knowing these points, we integrate Egs. (54) and (56), with the boundary
conditions given by Eq. (90), from the origin to r = r,(1 — §) with § < 1; i.e., just before
the first singular point is encountered. We jump to the other side of the singular point,
demanding that both E,(r) and Cn(r) be continuous at r = r,, and, beginning at r =
rs(1 + 6), integrate farther, either to the next singular point or to the end of the integration
domain at r = a. When the end of the integration is attained, we examine whether a
superposition of the E{) solutions will satisfy the condition

3
S ei(w) E9(a) = 0. (91)
i=1
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The condition of Eq. (91) is equivalent to requiring that the determinant of the matrix,
whose elements are the values E{)(a), be equal to zero:
B (aw)  EP(aw)  E(aw)
1B@)ll = | B (@w) B (aw) B (aw)|=0. (92)
Eél)(a;w) E:gz)(a;w) E:gs)(a;w)
If ||E(w)|| # 0, we make a new prediction w, for the eigenfrequency according to the pre-

scription
o = Gl B@ys)|| = Wyl E(ws-y)]|
[ E(wy—2)l| = [|E(wy-1)ll

where v is the iteration index, with w,_; and w,_, being the previous two guesses for the

(93)

eigenfrequency. When, to an appropriate tolerance, the condition |E(w)| = 0 is satisfied,

then the eigenfrequency wo has been attained, and the coefficients e; may be taken to be
er = —E{() BV (a) + B (a) B (a)
e2 = E{" () B’ (a) - E{(a)ESY (a) (94)
es = ~Ei" () E$(a) + E5" () 1 (a) -

Equations (89) and (94) yield the corresponding TAE eigenfunction.

Next, the continuum damping rate is evaluated, with the use of Eq. (63). With the
exception of the quantity 8G(wq, E{?))/8w,, the numerical evaluation of the various terms
in Eq. (63) is straightforward. The derivative 9||D(wo, 7s;)||/Or can be obtained by finite
difference construction, and Cp,(r,;) can be obtained from the superposition Cp,(rs;) =
T e; C(r,;) of Eq. (89), where the values Cl)(r, ;) have been stored from the numerical
integration of the differential equations. Also, neglecting the m = 0 component for simplicity,
from Eq. (58) we obtain

0G(w, E,) o [ drr | 5 (dE,\? ) 2 2 op d (1
w—-—ar-——Q;w’P/O {r - + (m* = 1)(En) —vArE'mE; —

vy Vi

dE, (dE dE—
3a ™ m+1 m=—1
+rElr) dr ( ar ' ) } ’ _ (95)
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In the limit of small a/Rg, this expression for wedG(wo, EL))/Owy in Eq. (95) is apparently
positive deﬁﬁite for a decreasing density profile. However, near the singular points r;,;, we
have (dE,/dr)? — (r —r,;)"%, which leads to a divergent integral in Eq. (95). To ob-
tain a finite value for the integral, a more careful construction of the frequency derivative
of the principal value function is needed. The method for such a construction is discussed
in Appendix C, which gives an explicit analysis for the case without toroidal coupling and
indicates how the procedures developed there can be generalized to the case with toroidal’
coupling. We obtain a form for wo0G(wo, E9) /8w, that is nondivergent, but which in a
strict seénse has lost its positive deﬁniteness property [see Eq. (C8)]. However, the positive
definiteness is still applicable as long as our basic perturbation assumption in fulfilled. Fi-
nally, we note that for the three-mode coupling problem, the most useful form for calculating
0G (wo, E®)) /8wy is given in Eq. (C11) of Appendix C, namely,

3G(wo, ER) _ O||E(wo)
Ow . T bw

where [|E|| is the determinant defined in Eq. (92).

lo®@) | . (96)

In Fig. 7 we show the continuum damping rate, Ydamp, normalized to the TAE mode
frequency wg, as a function of g(a), the edge-. safety factor value, for a/Ry = 0.25. This

survey was performed for a quadratic ¢g-profile of the form

r

o(r) = 9(0) + la(e) — a(0)) (1) (97)

a

with ¢(0) = 1 and for three different density profiles: Fig. 7(a) is for the profile given by
Eq. (78); Fig. 7(b) is for density profile N;(r)/[1 + (r/a)?], where N;(r) is given by Eq. (78);
and Fig. 7(c) is for the “smooth” profile
N 1 + ex ;Ml.
N;(T‘) — ° [ P ( 249 )]

=)

(98)

242

with A; = 0.2 and A, = 0.05. The density profile of Eq. (98), normalized to unity at r = 0,

is shown in Fig. (8). When ¢(a) = 2.0, which was the situation examined in Refs. 1-6, the
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n = 1 TAE mode couples the m = 1 and 2 poloidal harmonics and is peaked near the surface
where ¢(r) = 1.5. The damping is then due to the interaction of the m = 2 component
with the continuum near the edge of the plasma. When ¢(a) is around 3.0, there is another
toroidal coupling, primarily between the m = 2 and 3 harmonics and near q(r) = 2.5, whose
frequency “gap” is close to the original TAE frequency.

This results in considerable structure in the frequency and damping diagrams in curves
of Fig. 7. The m = 2,3 structure at the edge can excite the m = 3 mode, which then either
produces large damping due to its excitation and resonance of the m = 2,3 components,
or very little damping, if the eigenfrequency of the components manages to “thread” the
gaps. A more detailed study of the threading is exhibited in Figs. 9 and 10. In Fig. 9 the
resonance diagram is shown for the profile of Eq. (98), with the parameters of Fig. 7(c) and
with g(a) = 3.165. Two eigenfrequencies are found, = 0.389 and §2 = 0.313, as indicated
by the horizontal lines in Fig. 9. The upper frequency curve avoids all resoﬁa,nces and has
zero damping. We see in Fig. 10(a) that a large m = 3 component has been excited. The
eigenstructure for the lower frequency mode has a negligible m = 3 component, but the
m = 2 resonance at the edge gives considerable damping with 4/ = —0.14. In this case the
large damping is due to the intersection of the eigenfrequency at a resonance that is very
close to the location of the outer gap at r/a = 0.841. Our perturbation method is suspect
here because the eigenfunction can have several singular points and our assumption that the
eigenfunction is real can break down. An alternate method to calculate the damping rate in
this case is discussed in Appendix D; in general, the modified calculation predicts an even
larger damping rate (cf. Fig. 13).

For larger g(a), there is a tendency for the magnitude of the damping rate, |y/w|, to
decrease. The damping rate is particularly small when the density profile is gradually de-
creasing, as seen in Fig. 7(b).

In all, we see that the magnitude of the damping is sensitive to detailed parameters.’
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For the rather flat density profiles of Figs. 7(a) and 7(c), we typically find |y/w| R 0.01,
~ although rather narrow parameter ranges can be found that avoid resonance and give either
particularly low damping or particularly heavy damping. With a density profile that slowly

decreases radially, somewhat lower damping rates are found with |y/w| < 0.01.

VII. Discussion

We now wish to assess the importance of the continuum mode damping calculated in this
paper. A description of how to calculate the alpha particle instability drive is contained in
Appendix A, with the final formula for estimatiﬁg the alpha-induced growth rate given in
Eq. (A33). N
' In applying the formula of Eq. (A33) we note that the only significant parameter whose
value is flexible in the various foreseén igniﬁion experiments is p, /{4, the ratio of the alpha
particle Larmor radius to the alpha particle scale length. The background plasma beta is
usu'ally chosen to be as high as possible, commensurate with global MHD stability. The
electron temperature 7, is usually chosen to be as low as possible while still satisfying the
achievement of ignition conditions; for D-T ignition, the temperature is taken to be 10 keV.
In Tablg I we list nominal parameters for the TFTR, CIT, and ITER experiments and observe
that the central values of the background plasma beta are neal;lywtﬁe same in the various
experiments. The ratio 74 = v4/va0 Til/ 2 / vaoﬂil /2 likewise tends to be fixed, for fixed beta
and T. From Eq. (A26) we note that the alpha particle beta value £, is specified as a given
function of the temperature, the plasma beta, and the isotopic mix of deuterium and tritium
(henceforth it is here assumed that Np = Nr = N, /2), since the productv N, 7, is only a
function of the electron temperature and (ov) 1s only a function of the ion temperature. For
the sake of definiteness, we will take a central plasma beta value of § = 0.03, along with

T4 =v4/ve0 = 0.55 and Ro/a = 3. The parameter that can vary from machine to machine,
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and from experiment to experiment in a given machine, is

D*a ~ 3RO Va0P o0
w  2rgvaly

With pao = Vao/wea and £5' = £ |In Bx| [(see Eq. (A26)]. For the purposes of our modelling,
we will use the g-profile used earlier in this paper, ¢(r) = 1 + [¢(a) — 1]r?/a?, so that
ro/a = ['ifq_('al)—-ﬁ]l/z? and we take g(a) = 3, so that r,/a = 1/2. Then the quantity %—“ for a

10 keV plasma can be written as

[ad

ko 16ps a
w  a 4

0.8¢/¢, (CIT) (99)

- (1.5a/t, (TFTR)
{O.Ga/éa (ITER) .

The value of the parameter a/{, depends on the temperature profile that is actually achieved
in the expériment.

In Fig. 11 we plot the ratio of the growth rate to the éscillation frequency, v, /w, predicted
from Eq. (A33) for a plasma at various temperatures. First, focus on the T=10 keV curve
in Fig. 11. Note that a 1% value for 74,/w requires a relatively steep alpha particle scale
length compared to the minor radius a: namely, {,/a ~ 0.24,0.13, and 0.095 for TFTR,
CIT and ITER, respectively. A one-percent growth rate can usually be counter-balanced
by the Alfvén resonance damping which, as we have observed in Sec. VI, is typically of this
magnitude (see Fig. 7). If instability of the n = 1 mode does arise, the £, scale length and
also the value of 3, should change due to instability, with f, £2 remaining roughly constant.
This relaxation should stabilize the mode, and since £,/a is small, the alpha particles should
still be contained. Perhaps the only difficulty in such a scenario is that the alpha particle
heating would become more diffuse, which might influence various ignition scenarios.

After ignition, the plasma temperature should rise. Two extreme possibilities are that
either the beta will remain constant or the density will remain constant. The former situation
may be plausible when the plasma is near its MHD beta limits. The values of «,/w for

various values of T" are shown in Fig. 11. The solid curves correspond to constant plasma
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density with TA= 10,15, and 20 keV. The dashed and dotted curves correspond to the
case of a fixed plasma beta of 3%, with T' = 15 and 20 keV, and the case of fixed density,
respectively. Substantially increased growth rates relative to the real frequency occur at
higher temperature in both the constant-density and constant-beta cases.

The most important conclusion to be drawn from the work described in the present paper
is that the interaction of the low-mode-number toroidal Alfvén eigenmode with the contin-
wum, which is especially like to occur near the plasma periphery due to density variation,
leads to dissipation and wave damping. Such continuum dissipation can significantly reduce
the growth rate of the alpha particle-destabilized TAE modes. A weakened TAE instabil-
ity Woﬁld imply lower wave saturation amplitude levels, which in turn would imply better
confinement of the hot alpha particles that fuel the thermonuclear plasma ignition process.

To date, the only esfimafe of the nonlinear saturation level of the TAE wave a_mpl_i,;j_\;ude
is the analytical prediction that was derived by Berk and Breizman'! with the use of wave
trapping arguments. Their theory indicates that the saturation amplitude of the perturbed
magnetic field, 6B, scales as a fractional power of the ratio of the linear growth vz to~
the dissipative damping rate ~4: viz., for typical parameters, 6B/B ~ 1 x 10~ S(yp/44)¥3.
Clearly, it may be expected that the significant dissipation produced by the continuum
resonance interaction would tend to reduce the saturation amplitude and, consequently, the
threatening nature of the TAE instability. More detailed comparison with theory and also
numerical simulations of the TAE nonlinear behavior are called for. Already, computational
studies'10 of alpha particle orbit confinement in the presence of a TAE wave, albeit nonself-
consistent, are exploring how the alpha particle confinement time varies with the specified
amplitude of the wave.

We emphasize that in the present paper we have carefully studied only the n = 1 TAE
- instability. Higher n-numbers may cause more severe instability, particularly if the gap

structure is such as to avoid any Alfvén continuum resonance damping, as indicated in
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Ref. 22.

Further investigations are needed with realistic MHD codes for proper calculation of the
continuum resonance and the frequency gap structure, which we have observed to be sensitive
to details of the profiles. When only a single resonance point is present, the Alfvén continuum
resonance damping contribution can readily be incorporated into these large codes by means

of the theory developed in the present paper.

Acknowledgments

The authors acknowledge helpful discussions with Prof. D.E. Baldwin, Dr. B. Breizman,
Dr. S.C. Guo, Dr. C.Z. Cheng, Dr. L. Chen, Dr. M. Chu, and Prof. M.N. Rosenbluth.
In particular, Dr. G.Y. Fu supplied us with his code for the two-mode coupling case and
provided valuable comments.

This work was supported by the U.S. Department of Energy under contract DE-FGO05-
80ET-53088. One of the authors (ZG) was also partially supported by the Texas Advanced

Research Program.

42



Appendix A: Hot Particle Response

Here we solve for the alpha particle kinetic response and show how to obtain an analytic
estimate of the alpha particle-induced TAE growth rate.

-The alpha particle kinetic response enters the eigenmode equation through the pressure
perturbation, as may be seen in Eq. (7). For an anisotropic plasma, the equilibrium pressure

can be written in the form

P= pHBE +p.(l— BB) ) (A1)

where p; and p are the components of the pressure tensor P along and across the direction

(specified by the unit vector b) of the equilibrium magnetic field B = b B. The perturbed

pressure is then given by

o ~ . _

where the perturbed pressure components 6py and ép are given as kinetic integrals over the

pertﬁrbed distribution function éf:
bpy=M [voféf,  bpu=M [dvuBef. (A3)

From Eq. (A2) we can then obtain

47 b -1 ~ 1 - '
[1 + 35 (pL —P||)] 5 % V. 6P = §(5Pn —dp1)(b x K) + E(b X Vépy) -

b 9 N o ~P||—p¢>
+2 XV (5B”aBP>+(beB)b-V< -

~

~06y (A22E) (B x w) + (222 £) -};— x [V(B6By) — 4niwbvis] . (A4)

In the low-beta limit of interest here, we neglect the terms 4mpy,, /B? < 1 and set 6B — 0

in Eq. (A4), so that we have

b . vV xb bx VB bb.v B"
V-(—xV-&P)EV-(( X )5P||+(—L—)5p_|_+—B—>-<_—(5pJ_—5p”)]..(A5)
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On the other hand, using vp = (vu Jwe)V X (Bv”) where the gradient is performed with the

energy and magnetic moment held fixed, we find the exact relationship

(V x b)
B

(b x VB)

B2 5p_]_ . (AG)

e/d%vD VEf = ¢V Spy +

Hence, neglecting the para,llei gradient in the last term on the right-hand side of Eq. (A5)
by virtue of our large-aspect-ratio ordering, we obtain Eq. (8) of the text, which relates the
macroscopic pressure perturbation to a kinetic integral over the perturbed distribution func-
tion. A sum over particle species is implicitly understood on the left-hand side of Eq. (A8),
although in this appendix we will focus on the kinetic response of the alpha particles.

We first consider the equilibrium distribution function F, which satisfies the steady-state,

zero-electric-field form of Eq. (3), viz.,
(b -V+vp -V)F=0. (AT)

For small gyroradius, the solution for F' can be expanded as F' = Fy+ Fj, where b-VF, = 0,
so that Fo = Fp(%, €, u) has spatial dependence only through the poloidal flux v; and where

F, satisfies the equation

wb - VF +vp-VF=0. (A8)

The importance of the toroidal correction F; has been pointed out in Ref. 11, where it
was shown how, in large-aspect-ratio tokamak geometry, Eq. (A8) can be integrated for a

low-beta plasma to give

v + uB
F1=—P—1?2q 02"_72, with UD0=(“—],_;O)-
’U” T We L9

(A9)

Actually, Eq. (A8) has an exact solution. Introduce flux coordinates (¢,6,(), in terms of
which the magnetic field is given as B = V{ x V¢ + (G /o) V{(, where ( is the toroidal angle
and 7 the poloidal flux; recall that in an anisotropic plasma, the quantity G(¢) = cRB; is a
flux function with ¢ = 1+4x(py —py)/B®. In these coordinates, since B-VF, = J~1(0F;/06),
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with J = (B - V8)~! = [V x V0 - V(]! the Jacobian, and since V - [oy(b x VFp] =
J1(8/06)[(vG(v) /o B)(0Fy/0%)], we can immediately integrate Eq. (A8) to obtain the

solution:

e (ol £220)

_ 27
oB Jdo (§>

€
0 'U”

(%Z") . (A10)

In Eq. (A10), the constant (with respect to 8) of the integration has been determined in
terms of flux surface averages from the condition that Fi contribute to no alpha particle
accumulation on any flux surface. (Stated more fully, the alpha particle fusion source depends
only on flux surface, not on poloidal angle. Because the alpha particles fhat can reach and
thus are counted on a given flux surface are, to lowest order and for givén E u, andu.sign of
v);, born with equal probability on equidistant inner and outer flux surfaces, the change of
the flux-surface averaged alpha particle distribution function cllue‘ to ﬁnite—orbit widtheffects
must be second order. Hence the poloidal average of the ﬁrst—order”change, Fy, must be
zero.) In the limit of low beta and large aspect ratio, with the use of Eq. (21), it 1s clear
that Eq. (A10) reduces to Eq. (A9). The form of Eq. (A10) shows that the total equiﬁbrium
distribution function, Fy #+ Fj, is a function of the toroidal canonicalv angular mofhentum
p¢ x ¥ — (Mc/e)Ru); hence the part designated Fy describes radial excursion aﬁd finite |
banana width effects. |

Next, the solutipn for the perturbed distribﬁti.on function is required. Linearize the drift
kinetic equation of Eq. (3) with f. = F+6f, E = 6E, and B = By + 6B (henceforth we
suppress the subscript on the equilibrium magnetic ﬁeld), where the perturbed magnetic

field 6B is related to the perturbed electric field 6E by Ampére’s law as
w8B = ¢V x (b6Ey + 6EL)

= (6v5-V)B +B(V - 6vg) — (B - V)bvy — b x V6E + 6E(V xB) . (All)
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Using the vector identity

Vp- V(5VE VF) —5VE 'V(VD VF) = [V X (5VE X VD) - 5VE(V . VD) + VD(V . 5VE)] -VF
| (A12)

we can write the linearized drift kinetic equation in the form

(—iw+v“6-v+vD-V)5h+M3€—

w

e Ok (1 — w—*> (v”5E” +vp-6E)+ R=0 (A13)

where 6h = §f — §vg - VFy/iw and where the diamagnetic frequency wx is defined as

o = i (Z;) (5F°/a‘[’> (B x Vi) -V . (A14)

6Fo/6s

Equation (A8) was used in the derivation of Eq. (A13), and, as a consequence, the gradient
operator in w does not operate only on the electric field, §E,, in Eq. (A13) — contrary to
the assertion in Ref. 27 — but also on the drift velocity vp. The quantity R in Eq. (A13)

consists of several terms:

~

R= %{(VD BL) [(v X %) ~VF0} —(V-vp)(éve - VFo)

+ l:(@) —(6vg-V)ln (—%)} (vp - VFp) + (évp 'VFO)} : (A15)
vf v

If we adopt the frequency ordering w ~ v”B -V > vp -V, then all the terms in R are
small, on the order of |vp - V|/w < 1, and may be neglected in Eq. (A13). Finally, go to
the large-aspect-ratio limit, for which v can be taken to be approximately constant and for
which, with the assumption of low beta, Wé have

(+)

Rown (A16)

vp & —vpo(Tsinf + 6 cos 6), with vpg =

In this limit, we introduce the Fourier representation 6A(r,0,(,t) = 3., 6hn(r)exp[t(—mo+

n{ — wt)] and obtain the solution for the poloidal components 6%, of the perturbed distri-
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bution function as follows:
oy m _ evpo 6F0‘m6F0 _B__m—l
[ Ry ( q(r) t n)] Ohm = 2M ( 0e  ww, rOr or r 68m-1

0 m+1
- (E + — . ) 6®m+1} . (A1T)

Now use this solution for the perturbed distribution function to evaluate the kinetic

contribution to the quadratic form, viz., the second term on the right-hand side of Eq. (57):

i /0  dr B* () Ly By = — T / Losfvp - SEX

c? 471'2 Ro

2nwe, e 0 m-1 0 m+1 “
= :; Z/o rdr/de’va(,chm[(E— " )5®2_1—<E+ " )5@:“}

2 (2 we “rdr [ dPvv? VDo W W(AIS)
M, c? ;

with

_(0F, (m+1) 0\ |0 g m+l )]
Wmi(@e Wieg r@r) E(rEm)—mEm 6_w Ry q(r) +r

0F, (m—1)0FR\|d [ oy m=1_ 1]
+<8e - r@r) ar(rEm)—i—mEm 5-w e +n - (A19)

WWeg Ry (r
In the last step of Eq. (A18), we dropped the coupling to the m£2 Fourier components; kept
énly the resonant part of the kinetic integral, which will contribute to growth or damping of
the wave; and replaced 6 f by 6h, since the difference does not participate in the wave-particle
resonance. Equations (A18) and (A19) agree with the result of Ref. 11 when w < wx,.
For the alpha particle distribution function Fp in Eq. (Al8), we will use the classical
steady-state “slowing down” distribution,® isotropic in pitch angle, which is given by

Fy(r,v) = 47(7(;17—?)3) H(vao =) - (A20)
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Here vg0 = (2E40/M,)"? is the velocity that corresponds to the alpha particle birth energy

Eao, and H(vso — v) is the Heaviside function. The velocity v, is given by

2 AL . 1/3
v, = [E”._\/f (_ﬁi) Ly~ Zilil A%] 0, (A21)

4 M, N.In A, 5 A;
with ve = (27, /Me)l/ % the electron thermal velocity, M. the electron mass, M, the proton

mass, A; the ion atomic number, Z; the ion charge state, N; and N, the ion and electron

densities, and the Coulomb logarithms

T.
In A, =23.9+1In : A22a
s+ia (77 (h222)
T.\Y? A, Aivao
In A; = 14.2 +1 (—) e A22b
n A 142+n[Ne (AQ+A1-)} (A22b)
with 7T, in units of eV and N, in cm™3. The slowing-down time 7, is given by
SM, M, v3 8 ' 3/2
Te = 16\/7Z§ ANEA 6.30 x 10 Nlo A (for Z, = 2) (A23)
and can be rewritten in terms of the velocity v, as follows:
oY 4rete? N; In A; (A24)
s - M; M, v3

Note that the number density of the slowing-down, non-thermalized alpha particles is given

by

Ny(r) = /ooo ;isv Fq(r,v) = S;—s In [1 + (vao)s} & S7, In (va(,) . (A25)

Ve Ve
For an equal mixture D-T ignition plasma (for which £ = 3.5 MeV and hence vy =
1.3 x 10° cm/s), the alpha particle source rate S is given by S = Np Ny (0v) pr, With (ov)pr
the reaction rate** for the production of alpha particles and Np and Nr the deuterium and
tritium densities. Some useful values for the reaction rate* (ov)pr = 1.1 x 1072¢ cm?/s for
T; = 10 keV, 2.6 x 10~ cm?3/s for T; = 15 keV, and 4.2 x 107 cm3/s for T; = 20 keV.
Also, when T, = 10 keV and N, = 10 cm™3, we find In A, = 17, In'Ap = In Ar = 24,
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ve = 5.9 x 10°cm/s, v, = 4.5 X 108 cm/s, and 7, = 0.37s. For the sake of comparison, when
B = 5T, we have vy = 6.9 X 10% cm/s.

Let us now approximately evaluate the alpha particle-induced growth rate from Eq. (A18)
for the TAE mode with n = 1 that couples m = 1 and m = 2, using the slowing-down
distribution function of Eq. (A20). We simplify Eq. (A18) by assuming that the major
contribution to the radial integral arises f1;om the vicinity of the gap region, at ¢ = 3/2,
where |0F,,/0r| is peaked, and by evaluating all slowly varying quantities at the gap location
r = r,, such as the Alfvén velocity va(r) — v4(ry) = vga, for short. In the same spirit,
we take w ~ va,/3Ro, which is the frequency at which |kjm=1]® = |kjm=2|?, where the
cylindrical continua cross each other. Then, we note that the m = 1 mode contributes to the
wave-particle resonance delta functions in Eq. (A19) when either v = —v4, or v = v4,/3,
whereas the m = 2 mode resonates when v = vgy or v = —v4,/3. For simplicity,i—%r.é':will
neglect the lower x)elocity resonances at v = Fv4,/3, since when v,o > v4,, the particles at
velocities |v)j| & v4,/3 tend to betoroidally trapped, whereas Eq. (A19) accounts for only
the circulating particle effects. Novs), define a measure of the alpha particle beta véllue as

follows,

E _ 4 My vy S5 _ _ﬂ_ M, v2, Np Nr
; 3B2 (T +T)) N2

where B = 87 N(T. + T;)/BZ is the beta of the background plasma at r = r,. Note that

NeT.f,,h,g"”) , U(A26)

when v > ve, Ba approximates the exact expression for the alpha particle beta value,

Ba = 330 / v M, v2Fo(r,v) . - (A27)

Also, define the alpha particle diamagnetic frequency in the same limit as follows:

0
or

. v2,

Wiy =

(A28)

= (lnB.)

2rwey

Then, with the simplifications noted previously, we reduce Eq. (A19) to the following form:

2
zZ/drE* VL4 B 4%030/ drrf { ( )
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0F, N 3E,
or r

-+

w*a a-El ?
+2 ( ) o ( ’ or

The velocity integrals P, and @, are given.by

)}

1 oo 1 2 OF;
P, = / d3v (5 v? + vﬁ) 6(lvy| — vag) <———9

Voo STs Jo vOv
2
A +25)? P+ 2)? L
=5 | T2 T4a +3 [ da T rayr | T4

1 4
=5 {55%4-1—3,4—333]0*-13?411] H(l—z4)
A c

— ?12-[1 +z4(1 —24)] H(L —z4) for 22 <« 25

and

3, (1 2
Qa QOSTS\/ d°v ( 'Ul‘i'?-)“) 5(|v”|-‘-vAg)F0

0| +—

2
1 x5(1+£§)2
- dp = T =2/
H(1 :cA)/xA z P

1423

3

[1 -z + fo?(l —z4)—22In (“’i g

—_—

2l

with H(€) the Heaviside step function and with

4

1
z
Tpo1 = dz
' cq - 23+ 23

x£—2

1+72%4(6 —4z4 —Bxi)] H(l —z4) for z2 <z}

(A29)

(A30)

< ) —62:2.’1)‘24.[0-{-3334‘4]1 H(l—.’BA)

(A31)

322 4+ (2 —z.) (224 — z.

— 2512 1) for 2d <2
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and = = v/Va0, T4 = V4/Vao and T. = vc/vao. Finally, we insert the result of Eq. (A29) into
Eq. (63), neglecting the continuum damping term on the right-hand side of Eq. (63), which
has already been perturbatively evaluated in Sec. IV. We use the peakedness approximation
|0E/0r| > |En/r| and also use Egs. (80) and (83) to obtain the following result for the

alpha-particle-induced growth rate of the n = 1,m = 1/m = 2 TAE mode:

Jalpha = (%) Boz ['—3‘77.4 Pa +10xA (w*a> Qa}

w w

21+ 2%(6 — 4oy — 303)] “’:"} (A33)

18

— (35) Bazal (1 = 2a) { -1+ 2401 = 20)] +

for 22 « z3. Recall that B, can be expressed in terms of local plasma parameters given by
Eq. (A26). Plots of the functions 3z 4 P,(z4) and 10z, Q4(z4) are given in Figs. 12(a) and
12(b).
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Appendix B: Proof of the Positivity of the
Continuum Damping Rate

In order to show from Eq. (63) that the Alfvén continuum resonance always leads to a
damping contribution, since we already know from Eq. (60) that wy'0G(wo, E®)/8we > 0
holds, it will suffice to prove the following inequality:

1 9||1D(w, s,

w Ow

> D™ (w,r,;;)CO(r, YCO(r,;) >0 . (B1)
The proof is as follows. Consider the following quantity:
= 5 dn(r) o [Pl

0] 4 (B2)
for arbitrary real, nonsingular functions A,,(r) and arbitrary real frequency w, with Dy, the
matrix elements defined in Eq. (53). Since K(w,r) can be explicitly written in quadratic
form as

27 d6

K(w,r) =jé o { (1 4+ 2&cosb) [Z Am exp(_Zme)J2+Z k“m

2
m W

(Am)z} (B3)

we immediately observe that K(w,r) is positive definite for £ < 1/2.

For the functions A,,(r), it is allowable to take the specific choice of
=Y D™ (w,r)C(r) (B4)
7]

where w is the real, discrete eigenfrequency of a TAE mode and the corresponding “flux”
functions C{)(r) are related to the real TAE radial eigenfunctions through Eq. (52). Here
D™ denotes the cofactor matrix elements, which satisfy Eq. (55). We proceed to substitute

Eq. (B4) into Eq. (B2) and then manipulate the expression for K(w,r) as follows:
3 [Dmn(w,r)

w

0< K(w,r) = ZA }An(r)

= Z [Dmp(w r) C(O)(T‘)] {D""(w r)C(O( )] 3% [Dmn(w) r)J

m,n
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= = S0, eP) [ [ReelenlZon)] Denlen) B e,

g
mn Py Ow w

dw
- & [M] = ovnePieele) - AL S| Z pmien| et

= |2 2 1Dl S 07 reire

w Ow p
%ﬁ.ﬂ ; {&u [wDP(w, r)]} O(O)( )C(O)( ). | (B5)
In-the preceding, we have used the symmetry of the matrix elements (D = Dpm) and
contracted the D, and cofactor DP? matrix elements in acéordance with Eq. (54), with
| D(w,r)|| being the determinant of the matrix whose elements are Dy,y,.
~ Finally, we evaluate the final expression for K(w,r) given on the last line of Eq 'F(BS),
at any continuum resonance point r = r;;(w) for the frequency w. At these pomtsthe
determinant vanishes by definition: ||D(w,r,;)|| = 0. Consequently the second term on the
last line of Eq. (B5) dfsappears, whereas th;e first term when evaluated at r = r,; is nothing
more than the quantity on the left-hand side of Eq. (B1). The inequality in Eq. (B1) is thus
demonstrated, which establishes our assertion that Alfvén continuum resonances ralways

contribute to wave damping.
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Appendix C: Evaluation of 8G/0w

Here, a method is described for modifying the frequency derivative of the principal value
function G(w, Er,), so that the apparently divergent integral in Eq. (95) is avoided. The
result for the case without toroidal coupling is explicitly presented, and the appropriate
generalizétion to the case with toroidal coupling is indicated. In particular, a useful form
for the three-mode coupling problem is given.

The essence of this improved treatment is the retention of higher-order terms in the dis-
continuity in the wave function at each continuum resonance point. To illustrate the method,
we neglect toroidal coupling and assume the existence of only one continuum resonance point,
at v = r,, where w? = kff(r;)v}(r,) is satisfied. From Eq. (39) without the alpha particle

kinetic destabilization term Ly, the quadratic form for the cylindrical problem is given by
the following expression:

T ¢ “’2. 2 3 [dEn 2 2 2 2 202 4 1
(/0 dr + . dr) {(E_k”m) r (—dr ) +r(m* = 1)E.| —w*r*E; ar \o2

= - [Em(T‘3 +m2) = Epm(rs — 771)] Crm(rs) + Ep(a)Cr(a) (C1)

in the limit where 7, and 7, — 0, but with the ratio 5/, arbitrary. The expression
on the left-hand side of Eq. (Cl) is the quantity G(w, E,,) that was previously defined in
Eq. (42) for the case when 7; = 75, in which case the standard definition of the principal
value was employed. However, we note that it is not necessary to have n; = 7, in order for
G(w, En,) to be well defined, and indeed in the discussion that follows it will be convenient to
exploit this freedom. The eigenmode E,, obeys the boundary conditions that E,(r = 0) is
regular, that E,(r = a) = 0, and that C,,(r) is continuous at the resonance location r = r,.

However E,,(r) is discontinuous at the resonance r,. In Sec. IV we found, for the case when

M1 = N2 = 0, that the discontinuity in E,,(r) at the resonance r; is determined from causality
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to be
Cm(rs)

4 (e _ 2
dr \v% ~ Mm ).

This result was obtained by integrating the equation for E,,(r) in the complex plane from

Ep(rs +1) — En(rs —n) = —ir sgn(w) (C2)

r3
r=r,
rs —n to rs + 1 along a contour on which Im(Q/vi — ki, /w) > 0.

As discussed in Sec. IV, the solution proceeds perturbatively by writing w = wgy + éw and
E. = E 4+ 6E,,. The zeroth-order eigenfrequency wo and the lowest-order eigenmode EO)
are obtained by integrating the mode equation from the rﬁagnetic axis to the edge of the
plasma, with E© regular at the origin and vanishing at the edge, but with E&)(ry +no) =
E,(,?)(rso —no) for no/so K 1, where r = 1y is the resonance location corresponding to the
frequency wy. The jump in the true eigenfﬁnction E,. near the resonance point is contained
in §E,,. We then evaluate Eq. (C1) for w = wq + 6w and Em = E( + §E,,, neglecting.terms
that are quadratic in the perturbation quantities. In the same manner as described in the
text, we integrate the terms linear in §E,, by parts aﬁd use the fact that E(® satisfies the

eigenmode equation for w = wy. We then obtain

8G(wo, Er(r?))

” = [6Em(Ts0 + Nojwo + dw) — §Ep(rs0 — Mojwo + 6w)] C’,S?)(rso) (C3)
0

bw

where the sign of the discontinuity term on the right-hand side of Eq. (C2) has switched sign
relative to that on the right-hand side of Eq. (C1). The notation 8§ Enm(rso =+ no;wo + 6w) is
used to emphasize the implicit frequency dependence of the solution. The quantity G/0wq

is given by the following expfession [cf. Eq. (45)]:
9G(wo, EQ) < 2. [ [T * w} 3 dEY) \? 2 (0)y2
60)0 - LU_0> </0 dr + Ts0470 d"”) ;24- r dr + 'f'(m - 1)(Em )

(B L (i) } N '  (cy)

VA
Notice that in Eqgs. (C3) and (C4), we have exercised the freedom associated with 71 # 72

by choosing 7; = o + Sw(Orso/dws) and n = 1o — 6w(Ors/Owo). As was pointed out in
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Sec. VI, there is a difficulty in that the quantity G/0wo of Eq. (C4) is a divergent integral
in the limit when 7o — 0, since [dE®) /dr]® o (r —r,)~? near the resonance point. However,
we now show that this apparent divergence is removed when corrections to the discontinuity
in the wave function are retained.

Near the resonance point r = ry, the differential equation for E,,(r) is approximately

given by

S ([ () [4 (4 knmﬂm] Tl (o)

The solution of Eq. (C5) allows a “large” solution that is logarithmically divergent at r =

rs = ry0 + bw(0rso/O0wp) and also a “small” solution that is constant. Note that dr,o/0wy =

-1
—(2wo/vy) [-dd; <—-} k”mﬂ = (2/wp) [ In(¢,, UA)] IT . The mix of the two solutions

T=r40 50

is implicitly determined from satisfying the boundary conditions at » = 0 and r = a. Near

r = r,, the solutions are specifically given as

En(r) = ' COm 2(7‘50) {In(r —7s) + AT (wo + 5w)} , forr>r; (C6)
o (% - Hn)| |
and
E,(r)= Cm(rs0) {ln —7)+ A7 (wo + 5w)} , forr<ry,. (C7)

30 [% (T knm)}m

By virtue of the construction of the lowest-order eigenfunction E{%, we have At(wy) =

A~ (wo). In Eq. (C3) we need to evaluate, for w = wp + dw, the following discontinuity:
6Em(r.90 + 770) - 6Em(r.90 - 770) = Em(rso + 7’0) - E’m(rsO - 770)

rs + ng — bw (97'30) - E, (rs — o — dw 87'30)

Owg Owg

I
3
T~

[

[Em(rs + 70) = Em(rs — 10)] — 6w <37's0) [BEm(rs +10)  OEm(rs

Owq or or
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where we assumed ’&u ( ) /nol & 1. Then from Egs. (C2) and (C4) we obtam

6Em(7'so + 770) - 6Em (Tso - 770)

- sgn(wo) ) (r40) N 46w wo ClO(ry) (C9)
B 3 |d _ 2 ©omo \rovi(rso)/) |2 (“§ _ 12 '
0 |45 im ), ar \ ~ Fiim )|

The i7 term in Eq. (C9) has already been exhibited in the text [cf. Eq. (50)], and the term
with 46w /no is an additional contribution that is needed to cancel the divergence in G /Owo.

When we introduce the result of Eq. (C9) into Eq. (C3), we obtain
[CO(rs0,5))
4 (e« g2
dr (;% l"||m>

Equation (C10) yields the same result for the continuum damping rate v = Im(&u) as that

8G(wo, ED)

awo

Sw (C10)

= —ir »_ sgn(wo)
~ 3
J

rsO,j

Ts0,7

given in Eq. (51) in the text, except that 8G/duwo is now replaced by the quantity OG‘ / Owo,

defined as follows:

8G(wo, E®)  8G(wo, E®) 4 wo (CO (r0 )] -
ow, - Ow - o] \ 3 02 (F03) » Y (C11)
0 0 Noj 50,5 V4\Ts0,j [Edr' (%_kﬁm”
4 T=Ts0,5

where we have added the possibility of having multiple resonance points 74 ;.
We can readily verify that lim,,_o [aé(wo,E,(,?)) / awo] is well beﬁéved, albeit no-longer

intrinsically positive definite. By usihg the identity

2 _ /“°""°’ a4 / a4 ¢ (C12)
.90]) T

Mo; Jrsojtmo; (T = 7T503)%  Ts0,i(@ = Ts0,7)

we can write the quantity 8G(wo, E9))/dwq in the following form:

3é(w0, ES,?)) _ 2 ( Ts0 =170 a wo r3 dE(o)
5w0 - w_o ~/0 dr + Ts0+70 dT) ’UA dr
2
1 Wo [Cv(vg)(rsod)]
- Z 2\ P32 [ ) 2
J

(r —7rs0,) 50, Va(rs0s)) [a (v — k2
dr \ v4 i rs0,j
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vi

' 2
-y 2a ( wo ) [Or(:g)(rsO,j)] (C13)
750,i(@ = Ts0,5) 7'?0,5 ”31(7'50,.1 ) [ E%: < %i_ _ klzlm)] 2

In Eq. (C13), note that the (r — ry;)~2 divergence arising from the [dE()/dr]? term in the

Ts0,;

integrand is exactly cancelled by the second term, leaving only a principal value integral,
which is well defined. Therefore, the quantity 8G(wo, E?) /0w, in Eq. (47) should more
accurately be replaced by the quantity G (wo, E®)/8ws of Eq. (C13), which is not divergent
as 7 — ry,;. In fact, it is important that in Eq. (C13) the contribution from the resonant
region be small compared to that from the region around r = r, (where the gap mode is
localized). The reason for this is .that we have developed a perturbation theory in which the
contribution from the integral near the resonant region is assumed to be small.
Incidentally, we note that by expressing the discontinuity of E,, about r, in terms of A*

and A~ with Egs. (C6) and (CT7), we obtain the identity

06w, B _ {A*(wow)—zx-(woww)] (RIOM)
S - 2o (F-4),
(Cr)(ra0)” 9 [A"'(wo)—A"(wo)] . (C14)

30 [dir (%132‘ - kﬁ"‘)]r . O

p

In practice, the principal value integral in the expression of Eq. (C13) for 8G(wo, E®) /0wy
is difficult to integrate numerically because it contains relatively delicate cancellations. Also,
the expression given by the right-hand side of Eq. (C14) is not convenient to evaluate,
because of the singular nature of the differential equation near the resonance. A more
convenient way to evaluate OG/dwp is given by another approach, which is based on our
numerical method for searching for the eigenvalue as described in Sec. VI. In our method

of solution, we solve the eigenmode equation given by Eq. (36) with the requirement that
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En[rs(w) + 7] = Enp[rs(w) — 7], so that E,(a;w) is nonzero, unless w = wo for which
En(a;w) = 0. Here, the notation E,(a;w) is introduced in order to emphasize the depen-
dence of the solution on the (real) frequency shift. Using Eq. (C1) and taking into account

the nonzero endpoint contribution at the edge, one can straightforwardly show that

3G (wo, ) . En(a;w + bw,)Cn(a;wo + bwr)
——T"" =~ lim .
8(.00 Swr—0 5(4}1-

(C15)

This result is extremely convenient, since our search routine for wy solves for En(a;w).
When toroidal mode coupling is present, Egs. (C13) and (C15) have appropriate gener-

alizations. It can be shown that

CO(r) D™ (wo, ) 52= Dimn(wo, ) D™ (wo,)C ’<r>) .
(wo

B Gl B0 =7 [ 5 (Z IDeonF

awo m,n §,t |

. 2 Ta])Dnm(LUO,TsJ)C 0)(7'3-7)8400 ”D(w037'3_7)”
g [(T - T"J') ar ”D(wm rsj)l”
— .__a_____ (0) N pnm NA(0) /. _Q_ .
ngj rs;{a -—rs].)_cn (rs5) D™ (wo,7s5)Cry (Tsi) o | D{wo,7s;) |

- —2 2En(55) i) . , (C16)

We also note that the quadratic singularity cancels at r = r,; for, since ||D(wo,7s;)|| = 0, we
have ~-

> D*™(wo,7s;) i-D,,m(wo rs; ) D™ (wo,7s5) = D% (wo, Ts5) 9 |D(wo,7s;)]| -

ooge ) J awo ? J ? ] 9 ] awo Y J

For the three-mode coupling problem, we represented E,, and C,, by Eq. (89). The e,
were so chosen that Fy(a) = Es(a) =0, and Ey(a) = ||E(w)]|, with || E(w]| given by Eq. (92).
Thus, Eq. (C16) becomes

0

— G(wa. EO) = = A0
Owg (wo, ) Ow

ci9(a) (C17)
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and 2 || E(w)|| is readily determined as a numerical difference.

Finally, we note that, although the amended form of 9G(wy, E®))/8w, as given by
3G (wo, E®) /8wy either in Eq. (C13) or in Eq. (C16) is non-divergent, it is no longer positive
definite. However, we note from Eqgs. (15) and (16) in the text that the imaginary part of
the energy functional Q(w, 6®) is positive definite for w in the upper half-plane, as long as
6W > 0. For an unstable root to exist, G must vanish in the upper half w-plane; however,
since G = wQ and Im @ > 0 in the upper half plane, there are no unstable roots. Therefore,
the conclusion that continuum resonance leads to damping when the system is MHD stable

must hold.
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Appendix D: Alternate Method for Estimating the
Continuum Damping Rate

The method described in the text for estimating the damping rate assumes that the eigen-
function is appfoximately real. This assumption can fail particularly when there are multiple
points along the real axis where an Alfvén continuum resonance occurs for real w. Then, at
each such poinﬁ, a complex discontinuity in E,, is induced, and it can arise that the accumu-
lated imaginary part of the eigenfunction may not be ignorable between singular points. To
deal with this possibility, we now suggest an alternate method for estimating the damping
rate.

If w is real, we can integrate Eq. (35), ignoring Li(w), with the assumption En,(r) and
Cn(r) are complex. At the origin we take regular boundary conditions as given by Eq. (10),
with E{)(r) and C%)(r) real. We then integrate to just before the first singular point'r = ry,
where ||D(w,71)|| = 0. We now use the causality condition given by Eq. (62) to connect the

amplitudes at 75 + 7 to thos_e at rgy — 18
CCO(ra+n)=Cl(ra —n) - (D1)

E@(ra+n)=ED(ra—n) .

i 580 (agi”]) D™ (w,7,1)C(rg)
o> 5 2
DGl

We can thus continue the integration, with F and C now complex. Note that subsequent
integration of the differential equation induces an imaginary part in C from the imaginary
discontinuity that is given in Eq. (D2). At each successive singularity, a discontinuity is
induced as given by Eqs. (D1) and (D2) (with r,; replacing r,;), but now with C%)(r,;) and
E0)(r,; —n) being complex. We integrate these equations to the boundary r = a where we

attempt to satisfy the boundary condition E,,(a) = 0. An appropriate solution should have
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the form of Eq. (91) (but now with e;(w) complex), which leads to the dispersion relation
given by Eq. (92)
[EW)l=0. (D3)

Now in general ||E(w)|l is not real for real w, and it will not have real eigenvalues.
However, ||E(w)|| is an analytic function of w, and its zeros are in the complex plane where

Imw =+ < 0. If 4 is sufficiently small, we can obtain an estimate of v as follows. Let
[E()|| = er(w) + te1(w) (D4)

where ep(w) and e7(w) are both real functions of w. Let wg be defined as the real frequency
for which
er(wo) = 0. (D5)

Then, if we take w = wg + 7, by expanding in a power series and neglecting higher order

terms, we obtain

_ 6[(&) )
T=" 363(w0)0/3w0- ) (D6)

The conditions for neglecting higher-order terms of the power series are

EI(wo)azeR(wO) 66[(0)0)

| Ouo Owo__| o1 (D7)
den(wo)\* | 9er(wo)
8(.00 3wo

In Fig. 13 we compare the damping rates computed using both the method of the text
(solid curve) and the method described in this appendix, for the density profile given in
Eq. (98) and for the parameters stated thereafter. There is very good agreement between
the predictions of the two methods except in the vicinity of g(a) ~ 3. In this case the
alternate method generally gives a larger damping rate and is more credible.

We also tabulate in Table II the parameter

32
6SR(UJO)
Ow

(&
]
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as a function of' g(a). According to Eq. (D7), This quantity needs to be much less than
unity in order to justify the damping rate estimate. We see there are regions in which the
validity of our estimates appears to be marginal. In these regions the damping rate seems to
have a larger value than in regions where the theory is valid, and hence destabilization from
alpha particles is less of a concern. However, if the correct damping rate is desired in these
regions, one should either develop a code that can integrate in the complex r-plane along a
contour on which Im 2 ||D(w,r)|| > 0, or use a code with additional physics included, such

as resistivity. Such an extension of this problem is not investigated in the present work.
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pala

VA
Ty = —

Va0

UA/3R0 (kHZ)

Table I

Nominal Parameters of Experimental Machines

TFTR
2.5
0.8

1 x10%
10
0.032
0.32
1.9 x 1073
0.094

0.53
9.2 x 102

68

CIT
2.1
0.65
11
4 x 10%°
10
0.026
0.31
1.5 x 1073
0.31

0.58

1.2 x 108

ITER
6.0
2.15
4.85
1 x 10%
10
0.034
0.35
2.0 x 1073
0.036

0.51
3.7 x 102



Figure Captions

L.

o

(a) Formation of Gap Due to Toroidicity. The dotted curve represents the Alfvén
resonance frequency as a function of radius for then = 1,m =1l andn =1,m = 2
modes, which intersect where 1 — 1 [q(r) = =1+ 2/q(r). The solid curve represents
the frequency spectrum with the effect of toroidicity included. With toroidicity there
is no intersection; instead a gap arises between the w* and w™ branches. Away from
the gap region, the predominant m-number of the resonance can be identified. Here

Q =wRy/va(0), a/Ro = 0.25, and ¢(r) =1 +r?/d>.

(b) Eigenmode Structure of the TAE Mode. The structure of the global mode ampli-
tude as a function of radius, for the parameters given in Fig. 1(a). The eigenfrequency

is 1 =0.31. -

Gap Structure with Satellite Resonance. The density decrease at the edge of the
plasma causes an additional resonance to arise near the plasma edge. The solid line is
the global TAE eigenfrequency. The resonance at the edge can cause intrinsic damping,

as described in this paper. In this case ¢(r) = 1+ 1.3r%/a?.

Multiple Gap Structure. Two gaps can line up, which can cause multiple mode struc-
ture. For this case ¢ = 1+27r%/a®. The solid curves indicate the global eigenfrequencies

that were found.

Discontinuity Parameter. Plot of the discontinuity parameter o as a function of edge

q(a) for flat density profile, with  =1/3.

Comparison of Analytic to Numerical Eigenfrequencies. The short solid lines indicate
the predictions of analytic theory for (Q — Q¢)Ro/a. The numerical curves, with the

indicated edge-q values, approach the analytic results as a/ Ry — 0.

Flux Factor Ratio (C(r;s)/C(r,))?. Theratio of [Cy(rs)/Ca(r,))? is plotted as a function
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10.

11.

‘of edge ¢ for the density profile of Eq. (78). The dashed curves are numerical results for

different values of the aspect ratio, whereas the solid curve is the prediction of analytic

theory for a/R — 0.

Eigenfrequency and Damping Rate. Eigenfrequency, ), and damping rate, v, as a
function of edge ¢, with a/Ro = 0.25, for three density profiles: (a) the density profile
of Eq. (78); (b) the density profile that decreases slowly in the center and rapidly at
edge, as described in the text prior to Eq. (98); and (c) the dénsity profile given in
Eq. (98).

“Smooth” Density Profile. The normalized density profile g(r) of Eq. (98), with A; =
0.2 and A, = 0.05.

Double Gap Alignment. Plot of the Alfvén resonance frequency for the density profile
of Eq. (98), the parameters of Fig. 7(c), and g(a) = 3.165. The gaps for m = 1,2 and
m = 2,3 align, and two global TAE modes are found at 0 = 0.389 and Q = 0.313.
Here A; = 0.2 and A, = 0.05.

Eigenfunctions for the Double Gap Alignment of Fig. 9. (a) The amplitudes E,, and
Cp for Q = 0.389; (b) E,, and C,, for @ = 0.313. Note that the C,,(r) plotted in these

graphs is actually the Cp,(r) of the paper multiplied by R2.

Sensitivity of Alpha Particle Growth Rate to Scale Length. The alpha particle growth
as a function of wsx,/w for different temperatures. For typical reactor parameters
(described in the text) wxa/w = A/£,, where £, is the alpha particle scale length at
the gap position r = r,, and the value of A is device-dependent, as given in Eq. (99).
The solid curve is for constant density, whereas the dashed aﬁd dotted curves are for

a constant plasma beta of 3%.
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12.

13.

Plots of functions appearing in alpha particle drive to growth rate: (a) 3z4 Pa(z4);

(b) 1024 Qa(z4).

Comparison of the damping rates calculated with the modified method of Appendix D
(dashed curve) and with the method described in the text, (solid curve), for the pa-
rameters given in Fig. 7. The two results agree extremely well if only one resonant
point is present, whereas there is significant deviation when more than one resonance

point occurs.
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